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Parish Council Meeting 
Held via Zoom on Monday 15 March 2021 starting at 6.30pm 

D R A F T  M I N U T E S  
 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr M Lutman, Cllr A Root, Cllr H Totham, Cllr R Warmington, 
and Liz Sajewicz (Clerk). 

In attendance:  County Cllr N Moor, District Cllr D Neill and 16 members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies 

None. 

2. Declarations of Interest 
It was noted that councillors must declare any personal or prejudicial interests in items on 
the agenda and councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the room at the relevant 
time. 

3. Minutes 
The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 7 December 2020 were confirmed as an 
accurate record and approved to be signed by the Chairman. 

4. Matters Arising 
Forthcoming vacancy on council:  Cllr Fisher confirmed he would resign at the end of March.  
Cllr Root reported that the clerk had sent an email encouraging residents to consider joining 
the council and there had been no response.  He stressed that the vacancy would occur in 
ten days’ time and encouraged people to put themselves forward, saying councillors would 
welcome approaches from people who might be interested in joining them.  The clerk 
explained that, on receipt of Cllr Fisher’s formal resignation, CDC would be informed and 
would issue a notice giving electors 14 working days to request an election. If no election 
was requested, the parish council would be expected to co-opt a new member at its next 
meeting on 7 June. 
Members of the council expressed thanks to Cllr Fisher for his sterling efforts over the years 
and would be sorry to see him go, and this was endorsed by all present. 
Other matters arising were covered on the agenda. 

5. Gypsy Gathering 
Cllr Lutman said under present restrictions the May event would not be allowed.  He 
reported that council was in contact with the Police, who had arranged a meeting with the 
other agencies this month and would then meet with the field owner. If necessary, the Police 
would liaise with GCC about using its powers to prevent the event taking place, as was done 
successfully in October. 
Cllr Warmington observed that the fence around the field was in poor condition, and it was 
agreed that this should be monitored. 

6. County Councillor’s Report 
Chairman noted that it was Cllr Moor’s last time here as he would not be standing at the May 
elections.  He said Cllr Moor’s attendance at MPC meetings had always been greatly 
appreciated, particularly bearing in mind the number of parishes he had to cover.  He 
praised Cllr Moor’s record of attending meetings and the support he had provided to MPC, 
and thanked him on behalf of all councillors for being our county councillor for the last 8 
years.  
Cllr Moor also paid tribute to Cllr Fisher, saying that he always chaired meetings well and 
with great humour. 
Cllr Moor had provided a written report (to be circulated with minutes).  He added that he 
had conveyed MPC’s and residents’ disappointment about Highways’ response re the 
Pound Lane junction, and said the Area Highways Manager was willing to meet council 
members on site.  
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A resident asked about potholes.  Cllr Moor said there was a series of carriageway 
resurfacing works to be done this summer and a list was included in his report.  
Cllr Moor said data from the Adlestrop and Burford experimental weight restrictions limits 
showed a reduction in HGV traffic through Burford and through Sheep Street in Stow, but an 
increase on the A44.  He said a big effort was needed to persuade freight companies to 
keep to the freight route, and expressed hope that his successor would take it on.  GCC was 
working on it with Oxfordshire colleagues which should help. 
Cllr Moor confirmed that the local highways budget was available for minor maintenance 
work and he would be happy to push for it.  It was agreed that Cllrs Root and Lutman would 
produce a list of work needed in the parish. 
Cllr Moor was thanked for his report, and he left with apologies as he had another meeting 
to attend. 

7. District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Neill had provided a written report (to be circulated with minutes) and added that fly 
tipping had trebled during the pandemic.  CDC was discussing ways to deal with it and 
officers were doing a lot of sleuthing to identify culprits.  Cllr Totham asked if anything more 
could be done to educate the public about the need to check for certification and evidence of 
where it would be dumped.  Cllr Neill agreed that people needed to be encouraged to be 
more diligent, and should be made aware that they would be liable if they used someone 
who was not licensed.   
The rest of Cllr Neill’s report would be taken under the relevant Planning agenda items. 

8. Parish Environment (Cllr Lutman and Cllr Root): 

a) To receive an update on work in the parish 
Verge cutting – Cllr Root reported that the current verge maintenance contractor had 
left the business.  It had been hoped his colleague would pick up the work but he was 
no longer available.  MPC had contacted neighbouring parishes, and as a result had 
spoken with Mark Penfold who had been recommended by Oddington Parish Council.  
It was noted that the cost would be over budget because of the additional work that had 
previously been done voluntarily by a resident.  It was noted that the Maugersbury 
Residents’ Association had previously expressed willingness to raise funds for 
additional verge cutting.  MRA chairman, Paul Hughes, was present and confirmed this 
was still the case and fund-raising events could be held once covid restrictions were 
relaxed.  Other residents were given the opportunity to speak and there was discussion 
about how the additional work could be funded. 
It was noted that there were no other recommendations and the situation was urgent.  It 
was therefore agreed that Cllrs Root and Lutman would liaise with Mr Penfold to 
determine the number of cuts needed, and MPC would engage him for a year and 
review after that. 
Painting of Arch Road bench – Chairman reported that Graham Golby had generously 
offered to take on the project and would get it completed when the weather improved.  
A vote of thanks to Mr Golby was proposed and was endorsed by all those present. 

b) To receive an update on “20 is Plenty” signs 
Cllr Root reported that the plastic signs provided by GCC were not very durable.  He 
had noticed sturdy metal signs in Oddington, and the clerk had obtained details.  Cllr 
Root recommended MPC purchase three 600 x 450 mm signs.  It was unanimously 
agreed to purchase three 600 x 450 mm signs at a cost of £64.80 per sign, and to pay 
for them from the Village Fund. 

c) To consider and comment on a letter about the possibility of groups of four 
neighbouring villages making combined applications for 20mph speed limits 
It was agreed that there was no support for this. 

9. Broadband: To receive report from Cllr Lutman  
Cllr Lutman summarised his report (to be circulated with minutes).  Broadband quality had 
been established by a survey showing 14% of the village had superfast broadband 
compared to 96% in the Cotswolds.  Fastershire believes 44% of the parish has superfast 
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broadband which is nonsense.  The pandemic has made it difficult to pursue but has also 
highlighted the urgent need for decent broadband.  Cllr Lutman had used BT’s online tool to 
check Maugersbury addresses for broadband speeds and the latest results showed 28% of 
the village had superfast broadband.  It was possible things had improved but it could just be 
different methods of measurement.  Cllr Lutman had contacted Gigaclear which said a 
connection offering was coming but did not come back with details. Fastershire did not 
respond and he believed that it was failing to provide the service that was its stated aim.  Cllr 
Lutman said MPC would pursue this via our MP, as originally planned, once Gigaclear’s 
response had been received.  
Cllr Neill said that the new CDC administration was keen on economic growth, including 
improved provision of broadband, and gave the name of a member who might be prepared 
to badger Fastershire.  
Cllr Lutman was thanked for his report and his efforts on this issue. 
 

10. Finance (Cllr Warmington) 

a) To approve payments as per the payment schedule 
Payments were approved as per the payment schedule: GAPTC membership £42.11; 
E Sajewicz clerk’s salary £526.80; HMRC PAYE £5.20; E Sajewicz reimbursement of 
website hosting and domain registration £46.76.  

b) To report on arrangements for independent audit 
Cllr Warmington reported that arrangements were in place for the independent audit to 
be carried out remotely, as had been done very efficiently last year, at a cost of £80. 
 

11. Planning (Cllr Totham) 

a) To receive update on CDC Local Plan SHELAA 
Cllr Neill reported that officers had indicated that feedback on the SHELAA review was 
a few months away and they would not be drawn on any sites around Stow including 
the Richborough site. 

b) To receive update from STC on their Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Neill spoke about the emerging draft plan and said CDC officers were providing 
feedback.  Post meeting note:  Stow Town Council provided this response in relation to 
affordable housing sites: “I am unable to give you an update on sites for affordable 
housing as this is still in discussion with the respective 10 landowners or their agents 
and is still confidential and not in the public domain.  I am sorry I can’t be more specific 
at this juncture.” 

c) To receive update on CDC Affordable Housing Policy 
Cllr Neill said CDC was committed to providing social rented housing.  Because older 
social housing (The Park Estate) had been sold and the proceeds used to pay off debt, 
CDC would need to borrow, but with current low interest rates this was possible and 
CDC was looking to invest, to work with developers and housing associations. 
In response to a question about Chamberlayne House, Cllr Neill said all 18 dwellings 
would be social rented housing with no age restrictions, whereas previously it had been 
for older people only.  Cllr Neill offered to ask for CDC officers with expertise in this area 
to come and talk to MPC. 

d) To receive update on alleged use of a site off Fosse Way for scrap metal business 
Cllr Neill confirmed that there was no permission for a scrap yard and said the 
Enforcement team was drawing up a report.  She said the site had previously received 
permission for a traveller site but that had expired. 

e) To consider residents’ concerns about use of a property as a “party house” 
A resident who is a neighbour of The Old Forge spoke about the issues experienced 
last year which included weekends of loud music and noise until the early hours, bins 
left out, litter and parking.  Several residents had contacted the owners and Character 
Cottages but received little in the way of substance that would stop this happening 
again.  Any specification that the property may be rented only to family groups 
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appeared to be contradicted by the number of vehicles per party.  The resident said 
CDC had advised that the noise could be logged for three weeks and then a statutory 
nuisance complaint made, and also suggested the activity might need planning 
permission.  The resident asked MPC to contact the owners and Character Cottages in 
a friendly way to see if something could be done to screen guests. 
Another resident spoke listing her concerns as: breach of Covid restrictions as 
evidenced by the number of cars; car parking whereby cars spill out on to lane or 
occupy parts of the triangle which is a busy intersection; noise disturbance on multiple 
weekends; rubbish bins never taken off the frontage whether full or empty, and 
sometimes left on the road. 
Another resident spoke saying that the overspill cars had caused difficulties for 
agricultural vehicles trying to get through.   
Cllr Neill said she had volunteered to be part of a group at CDC looking at holiday let 
problems, and how they could be regulated.  The group is seeking evidence and Cllr 
Neill asked MPC and residents to send information to her, including email exchanges 
with owners and details of dates and times.  If noise continued after midnight, Cllr Neill 
suggested also calling the Police immediately. 
Cllr Lutman suggested asking Character Cottages who was responsible. 
It was agreed MPC would write to the owners and to Character Cottages.  Cllr Totham 
offered to liaise with the resident and draft the letters. 

f) To receive update on application 20/04603/PLP – Land adjacent to Stonewell 
Cottage – Redevelopment of site to provide 1 dwelling 
Cllr Totham reported that this was a new type of application, for permission in principle 
for the land use only.  The applicants had kindly offered to have an informal chat with 
councillors, and they had confirmed there were no drawings or plans as it was just to 
establish that the site was suitable.  They confirmed they were thinking of a single 
dwelling for themselves as a family and envisaged a traditional house style.  Council 
submitted comments “in support on the basis that it complies with CDC planning policy 
and council’s understanding that it will have the opportunity to comment on building 
design and technical detail before final planning permission.  Council’s support is 
subject to the following:  1. Single dwelling only;  2. For owner occupation;  3. The 
dwelling being of a conventional style in keeping with the vernacular of the Cotswolds 
and of the village;  4. The dwelling being sensitively located on the site.” 
Cllr Totham reported that the application had subsequently been granted by CDC. 

g) To consider current planning applications: 

(i) 21/00971/TCONR – Monks Barn – Application for Tree Works. 
It was agreed MPC would not comment. 

(ii) 21/00371/FUL – Park House - Conversion of existing car port to form residential 
annexe, construction of an open sided single storey pole barn, replacement of an 
existing shed with a new shed. 
The applicant spoke describing the plans and offering to answer any questions. 
It was agreed MPC had no objection. 

 
h) To note decision notices received for the following planning applications: 

 

Application Address Description MPC Comments CDC 
Decision 

20/03646/LBC Oxleaze House 
Maugersbury  

Internal structural 
works to enable 
change to head 
height 

No comment made 
as proposed works 
are internal and 
council not being 
formally consulted. 

Permit 

20/03826/FUL Old Dairy, 
Maugersbury,  

Demolition of existing 
rear extension and 
erection of two storey 
rear extension 

No objection Permit 
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20/04154/TPO Land Parcel 
East of 
Fosseway and 
adjoining 
Bartletts Park 
Road  

Fell T8, T9, T10 and 
T16 and Prune trees 
T15, T17, T20 and 
T22 as detailed in 
submitted schedule 

No comment made Permit 

20/04603/PLP Land adjacent 
to Stonewell 
Cottage 

Redevelopment of 
site to provide 1 
dwelling 

Comments of 
support (see 11(f) 
for full text) 

Permit 

 
12. Village Fund: To consider a proposal to purchase additional “20 is Plenty” signs 

using the Village Fund 
Dealt with at item 8(b) above. 
 

13. Meeting dates for 2021-22 
The following meeting dates were confirmed: 

Monday 7 June 2021 
Monday 6 September 2021 
Monday 6 December 2021 
Monday 7 March 2022 

 
14. Date of next meeting: Monday 7 June 2021 

 
15. Meeting closed 

The Chairman spoke in closing, saying Maugersbury was a special place and it had been a 
privilege to represent residents.  He said MPC was very fortunate to have Cllr Moor and Cllr 
Neill to engage with and encouraged councillors to continue to develop relationships.  He 
thanked fellow councillors, past and present, and the clerk, and finally the residents of 
Maugersbury for their support. 
Mr Meyrick spoke as former chairman of council, saying Cllr Fisher had succeeded him and 
thanked Cllr Fisher on behalf of the community. 
Mr Hughes and Cllr Neill also spoke in praise Cllr Fisher’s excellent chairmanship. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.15pm. 

 

 

Signed by Chairman:  _____________________________ Date:  ______________________  


