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Parish Council Meeting 
St Edward’s Church Rooms, Church Walk, Stow on the Wold, 

Monday 2 September 2019 

D R A F T  M I N U T E S  
 

 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr M Lutman, Cllr A Root, Cllr H Totham, Cllr R Warmington, 
and Liz Sajewicz (Clerk). 

In attendance:  19 members of public. 

1. Apologies 
Apologies were accepted from County Cllr N Moor, District Cllr D Neill and Mr S Meyrick. 

2. Declarations of interest 
It was noted that councillors must declare any personal or prejudicial interests in items on 
the agenda and councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the room at the relevant 
time.  No councillors declared interests. 

3. Gypsy gathering 
CDC Cllr Mark Harris was not present.  [Post meeting update:  Cllr Harris has since sent 
apologies and said he would be happy arrange a meeting with councillors and attend a 
future parish council meeting. A meeting between Cllrs Fisher and Lutman and Cllr Harris is 
being arranged.] 

4. Minutes 
The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 7 June 2019 were confirmed as an 
accurate record and were signed by the Chairman. 

5. Matters arising 
There were no matters not covered by the agenda. 

6. Elect a Vice Chairman (deferred from June meeting) 
It was agreed to defer election of a Vice Chairman until it became necessary. 

7. Review of documentation 
It was noted that the annual review of policy documents would be deferred to the next 
meeting because of the full agenda. 

8. County Councillor’s report 
Cllr Moor had provided a written report which was summarised by the Chairman. 

• Weight restriction on Adlestrop Bridge – proposed by GCC in order to prevent the 
Burford High Street weight restriction diverting heavy vehicles through Stow, to improve 
safety for pedestrians and vehicles using Adlestrop Bridge and to protect the structure of 
the bridge.  It is proposed to be an experimental TRO and be timed to mirror the Burford 
weight restriction, due to start in April 2020.  Chairman reported that MPC had written to 
formally support the Adlestrop Bridge proposal. 

• Climate change strategy – GCC is consulting residents until 23 September and Cllr 
Moor encouraged residents to complete the Gloucestershire Climate Change 2019 
Residents Survey, available to download or complete online at: 
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/other-planning-and-
environment-matters/gloucestershire-climate-change-consultation/  

• Plastics – Cllr Moor was working with Stow organisations on their initiative to end the 
use of Single Use Plastics and encouraged MPC to engage with this initiative.  Cllr 
Totham offered to represent the parish and clerk will notify Cllr Moor. 

• Stow Arts Week – Cllr Moor had provided grant aid from his Gloucestershire 
Community Fund and was looking forward to the event at the end of September. 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/other-planning-and-environment-matters/gloucestershire-climate-change-consultation/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/other-planning-and-environment-matters/gloucestershire-climate-change-consultation/
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• Lengthsmen – Four Lengthsmen teams had been operational during May and June but 
were stood down for July and August to test whether it would be possible to integrate 
requested councillor works into the maintenance gang programme and review whether 
lengthsmen would be needed in future months.  MPC should send details of work 
required to the Local Highways Manager. 

Following comments and discussion it was agreed that the Chairman would contact Cllr 
Moor about the following: 

• To request a formal Highways review of traffic generated by the new doctors’ surgery, 
including survey of numbers before and after the surgery opening, and including the 
effect on Pound Lane. 

• To ask about feedback from Moreton in Marsh about the proposed weight restriction. 

• To request an update about plan to remove A429 from designated truck route. 

• To request an update about the intelligent traffic lights initiative for Stow. 
 

It was noted that the northbound lane of the A429 through Stow would be closed 16-20 
September to allow repairs to adjacent drystone wall. 
Concern was expressed about the effect of the proposed weight limit on local businesses 
like Hacklings but a member of the public said those businesses would be able to get 
dispensations. 

9. District Councillor’s report 
Cllr Neill had provided a written report which was summarised by the Chairman. 

• Silver Group – Cllr Neill apologised for omitting to arrange a Silver Group after the last 
meeting and confirmed that the CDC officer dealing with it was back in the office would 
arrange a meeting. 

• Housing – Cllr Neill has been pursuing funding possibilities for social housing and also 
talking with Stow Town Council, the neighbourhood plan group and the Community Land 
Trust.  With so many interested parties, co-ordination was an issue and she suggested it 
would be good to have some Maugersbury residents involved in future discussions, 
probably including Colin MacDonald, the lead officer for community led housing for CDC.  
Cllrs Fisher and Warmington volunteered to be involved and the Clerk would inform Cllr 
Neill. 

• Cllr Neill is on the health overview & scrutiny committee at GCC.  Unfortunately, she 
would miss this month's meeting, but there would be discussion about the potential 
closure of Cheltenham A&E.  At the last meeting, the X-ray facilities at North Cotswold 
Hospital were discussed.  An extra half a day's cover had been provided, making two 
and a half days now she thought.  (Clerk was asked to check on that.  [Post meeting 
note:  North Cotswold Hospital advise it is currently two days a week, usually Wed and 
Fri but days vary.  They advise that patients sent by their GP for an unbooked X-ray 
should always telephone first to prevent a wasted trip.])  Recruitment and retention of 
staff remained a problem. 
It was agreed that the Clerk would formally write to Cllr Neill regarding MPC’s support of 
the retention of Cheltenham A&E.  

• Community awards – Introduced last year by CDC and would be repeated in April next 
year. 

• Ward Councillor’s allowance of £2,500 – Cllr Neill still had this available and invited 
proposals of projects or activities to contribute to. 

Comments from residents: 

• An important reason for Cheltenham A&E retention was that Crickley Hill down into 
Gloucester could be closed during snow. 

• Suggestion that a petition be set up to retain Cheltenham A&E.  MPC to pass on to Cllr 
Neill. 

10. Parish Environment (Cllr Lutman and Cllr Root): To give an update on work in the 
parish 

• Cllr Root thanked Paul Bartlett and Janet Bartlett for agreeing to be the snow plough 
operator and snow warden for the parish. 
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• It was agreed to buy a grit bin like the new one on the triangle to replace the stolen one, 
the Chairman will ask Cllr Neill for funding from her Ward Councillors allowance. 

• Cllr Root thanked Graham Golby for the telephone box re-glazing which residents 
agreed looked better than ever. 

• Cllr Root reported that MPC now had a health and safety policy for volunteers, and in 
line with that a set of road cones had been purchased. 

• Maugersbury Road timber posts – GCC Highways had intended that the lengthsmen 
would apply preservative paint but it was not known whether this had happened.  
Subsequently one post had disappeared and Highways were pricing replacements.  
MPC to ask for an update. 

• Thames Water had placed some waste in a grit bin but at MPC’s request they had 
returned and taken it away. 

• Arch Road potholes – some had been filled but some remained.  MPC to follow up.  Cllr 
Warmington said he had tripped and fallen there the other day and offered to provide a 
photo to go with the report to Highways. 

• Blocked drain outside Hill Barn had been reported to Highways and had been dealt with. 

• Damage from coaches and lorries 
 MPC had sent claims to Premium Coaches and R Swain Ltd but had not received 

responses.  Chairman and Clerk to follow up. 
 Cllr Root read out Highways response to MPC enquiry about road signs warning that 

the village was unsuitable for large vehicles.  Blue signs could be possible and/or 
signs could be placed on private land.  Highways approval would be needed.  On 
private land planning permission might be needed.  If the signs were not in 
Maugersbury parish then the other council/s would also need to be involved. 

 It was noted that the coach issue had been caused by late placement of signs 
warning that the Maugersbury Road carpark was closed during the last gypsy 
gathering, and that the Silver Group should ensure that would not happen again. 

 Suggestion from resident that it was possible, with two helpers directing, for heavy 
lorries to turn without damaging verges. 

 Suggestions for sign wording were “Except for Access”, “No turning for HGVs”, 
“Unsuitable for HGVs”, supplemented with an unofficial sign re GPS.  Should be 
blue/advisory/warning signs, not prohibitions. 

 Suggestion from resident that headroom should also be considered, in terms of 
straw lorries and drain blockage. 

 Clerk and Cllr Root to pursue with Highways. 

• Pound Lane – Jeff Hawkins was thanked for cutting this area. 

• Arch Road – a resident said he did his best to do the verges but that the hedges on the 
western side were covering the verge.  Given the number of pedestrians and 
dogwalkers, he asked that residents trim the hedges as soon as ecologically possible. 

• Cotswold Conservation Board guidelines said grass cuttings should be removed – 
question raised of where to dump them.  To be addressed in verge management policy. 

• Litter pick – agreed to find a date in late October/early November when leaves had 
fallen.  A resident said the main task would be blowing leaves and beechnuts off the 
pavement (for safety of dog walkers so they didn’t have to walk on the road).  Volunteers 
and a leafblower needed. 

• Replacement lamp had been installed at Lower House. 

11. Verge management: To consider proposals from Cllr Lutman and Cllr Root (circulated 
with agenda) 
Cllr Lutman said the proposed policy had been informed by Conservation Board guidelines 
and health and safety requirements.  The approach was to classify verges using three 
categories: Safety critical / Keep tidy / Leave natural, with each category having a cutting 
schedule. 
Response from councillors and residents present was supportive and appreciative. 
It was agreed to allow a period for residents to comment.  Clerk to send an email to 
residents inviting comments. 



4 | 4 
 

Chairman said the policy was a big step forward and thanked Cllrs Lutman and Root for 
producing it. 

12. Broadband: To receive report from Cllr Lutman (circulated with agenda) 
Cllr Lutman’s report was welcomed as was his proposal of a survey of residents to provide 
substantive data to challenge Fastershire and Gigaclear.  Survey would be set up and sent 
to residents by email with option of completing by email or online. 

13. Finance (Cllr Warmington) 
a) Audit 2018/19: Members noted that the independent internal auditor’s hard copy report 

for the year ended 31 March 2019 (previously delayed by IT problems) had been 
received and published on MPC’s website within the required timeframe. 

b) Payments were approved as per the payment schedule: St Edward’s Church Rooms 
£24, CHT Defibrillator training £175, I Selkirk audit fee £75, D Brown traffic cones 
reimbursement, E Sajewicz clerk’s salary & expenses £536.  There was no income for 
the period. 

14. Planning (Cllr Totham) 
a) To consider current planning applications:  There was one current planning 

application 19/02589/FUL – Hyde House – Proposed lean to canopy over south facing 
entrance.  MPC had submitted comments of no objection. 

b) Decisions have been received for the following planning applications:  Between 
meetings there had been three applications for The Barns at Manor Farm, Chapel 
Street, as per planning register.  MPC had made comments of no objection and the 
applications had all been permitted. 

Cllr Totham proposed that future planning application consultation emails be forwarded to all 
residents on the MPC email list, and this was unanimously agreed. 
A resident suggested a link to CDC’s planning register on MPC’s website.  [Post meeting 
update: This is now live.] 

15. New Doctors Surgery 
Cllr Fisher explained the background and summarised the report from Assura.  Completion 
was expected to be in October with the practice moving in soon after. 
A resident expressed concern about the verge. 
A resident said Japanese knotweed had been found on the site and on the gypsy field, and 
the Environment Agency would be removing it. 

16. Village security 
It was noted that ANPR had been suggested after a resident’s vehicle was stolen.  CCTV 
was another option.  ANPR was in use in Bourton on the Water.  Police’s view was not 
known.  It was agreed this was something to keep an eye on. 

17. Village Fund 
It was unanimously agreed to approve use of the Village Fund to fund the cost of five road 
safety cones for use by volunteers working on verges etc, in the amount of £38.  

18. Remembrance Sunday 
It was confirmed that MPC would purchase and lay a wreath on behalf of all residents of the 
parish.  Chairman reminded everyone that one pew was always reserved in the Church for 
the people of Maugersbury. 

19. Correspondence for information 
Advice had been received from Cotswolds Conservation Board of the appointment of a new 
member representing parishes.  Details available from clerk. 

20. Date of next meeting:  Monday 2nd December 2019 

21. Meeting closed: At 8.05pm. 

 

 

Signed by Chairman:  _____________________________ Date:  ______________________  


