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Maugersbury Annual Parish Meeting 
Monday 4 June 2018 at Stow Youth Club 

D R A F T  M I N U T E S 
 

Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr H Webb, Cllr B Russell, Cllr J Bartlett, Cllr H Totham and Liz Sajewicz 
(clerk), PC Jason Page (left during meeting), County Cllr N Moor, District Cllr D Neill (arrived during 
meeting), and five members of the public. 

1. Apologies: Apologies were accepted from Graham Golby, Cllr D Neill (for beginning of meeting), 
Cllr H Totham (for beginning of meeting), Archie and Glennis Thomas, Michael and Clare Braddell, 
Simon Meyrick, Jenny Dereham, John and Tiana Ricketts. 

2. Minutes:  The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 5 June 2017 were approved as 
an accurate record by all present and signed by Cllr Fisher. 

3. Report from Cllr Nigel Moor, Gloucestershire County Council: 

• Cllr Moor gave a summary of GCC’s budget, noting it represented a 4.49% increase in council tax 
bills, and saying GCC was doing more than most councils to protect frontline services for adult 
social care and social services.  There was £150m for Highways and infrastructure, including 
broadband, electric vehicle charging points, and the Lengthsmen scheme – for which 
Maugersbury had been allocated the week beginning 24 September.  (Cllr Bartlett to provide list 
of work for the team.)  Work was programmed to tidy footpaths on both sides on Stow Hill. 

• Road repairs contracts:  Cllr Moor said the big road repairs contract had been awarded to 
Tarmac, who had successfully completed the recent work on Stow Square and the Evesham 
Road.  The contract for smaller local works was at shortlist stage.  To provide more capacity, 
Amey would continue to provide services. 

• Stow Fire Service had increasingly been making “safe and well” visits in the community, checking 
smoke detectors and hazards.  Anybody could request one by contacting Stow Fire Service.  
Over the past few years of increased visits, there had been 10% fewer house fires in the area. 

• As part of the undertaking to replace street lights with LED, contractor Skanska would be 
returning shortly to do the more awkward/heritage lights. 

• Cllr Moor said it had been his objective to reduce the impact of traffic in our area, and he had 
commissioned the A429 Corridor Study as an input to the Local Transport Plan.  He said the 
Fosse Way should be a link for the local community not the whole Southwest.  [Post meeting 
note: Cllr Moor has provided the A429 Corridor Study report – available from clerk.] 

• 20/30mph zone – legal work complete, just waiting for final tranche of grant funding from Police & 
Crime Commissioner. 

• Consulting on possible weight restriction for Digbeth Street, Stow. 

• Traffic lights in Stow have been reset from Wick junction to Tesco junction, and flows seem to 
have improved. 

• Burford Bridge weight restriction – concern that it would direct more traffic to Stow.  Going ahead 
on an experimental basis for 6 months.  Cllr Moor said he wanted to insist on a parallel weight 
restriction for Sheep Street.  Supported by MPC. 

• Chairman noted a meeting with Highways about the light attached to Lower House was 
scheduled for 12 June, and wanted to know that lighting work would not start before that.  Cllr 
Moor said work in Maugersbury would be in July.  

• Cllr Moor was thanked for his report and his hard work for this community. 

4. Report from Cllr Dilys Neill, Cotswold District Council:  It was decided to defer Cllr Neill’s report 
in case she was able to join the meeting later. 

5. Report from local Police: 

• PC Jason Page spoke about the staffing of Stow Police Station, which included two community 
policing officers, one part-time, and two community support officers, covering Stow and surrounds 
(57 parishes altogether).  He said compared with other areas we were doing well, because a lot 
of police forces nationally were getting rid of neighbourhood police officers.  Stow Police Station 
was staffed 24 hours, and given its ideal geographic location PC Page believed it was likely to 
remain open. 

• Crime stats for Maugersbury parish – PC Page said crime reports had risen from 2 last year to 4 
this year, but compared to other areas Maugersbury had no crime problem. 

• Major issues for the broader force were child sexual exploitation and organised crime. 

• In response to a question about drugs in Stow from Cllr Russell, PC Page said there was a level 
of drugs and anti-social behaviour in all the towns and villages and Police would never get all of it.  
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He said Police relied on the public for information needed to obtain search warrants.  He 
appealed to anyone with information to contact the station, or Crimestoppers if they wished to be 
anonymous (ring 101). 

• In response to a comment from Cllr Bartlett about the large number of community alerts, PC Page 
said they tried to keep them location-specific, and he promised to pass on the feedback. 

• Chairman thanked PC Page for coming to the meeting and for his report.  (PC Page left.) 

6. Report from Graham Golby, Burial Board -  It was noted that Mr Golby had provided a written 
summary report but it was decided to defer this until the next Parish Council meeting when he could 
be present. 

7. Report from Cllr Bob Fisher, Chairman of the Parish Council 

• Chairman thanked fellow councillors and the clerk for their help and support during the year. 

• The structure of MPC remained the same during the year with Helen Webb acting as Deputy 
Chairman in addition to looking after Finance, Internal Audit, and Defibrillator; Brenda Russell 
continuing to represent MPC on matters relating to the Gypsy gatherings; Janet Bartlett 
overseeing the Parish Environment; and Hannah Totham dealing with MPC’s representations on 
planning applications. 

• Chairman said very few powers were delegated to parish councils, and therefore MPC 
maintained a close liaison with both GCC and CDC.  MPC was delighted with the support 
received from County Councillor Nigel Moor and District Councillor Dilys Neill and Cllr Fisher 
thanked them on behalf of MPC for attending the majority of our meetings and assisting us when 
they could. 

• Highways activities during year 
- Made representations on proposed 30mph speed limit in Maugersbury Road and the weight 

restriction on Burford Bridge. 
- Had two visits from GCC Lengthsmen who carried out a number of minor maintenance 

works around the parish.  MPC fully supports the Lengthsmen scheme. 
- Continuing liaison with GCC Highways led to the resurfacing of large areas of Maugersbury 

Road. 
- MPC employs Dylan Talbot to maintain the verges along Maugersbury Road, but it isn’t just 

MPC that looks after the roadside verges and the Chairman thanked everyone who picks 
litter and cuts grass to keep the village looking tidy. 

• Planning activities during year – MPC considered 15 planning applications and made 
representations where appropriate, the most significant being the conversion of Maugersbury 
Manor back to a single dwelling, which was actively supported by MPC.  Representations were 
also made among others on the Bretton House, Stow, development, but sadly to no avail.   

• Defibrillator – Refresher training was held and attended by 11 residents.  Weekly and monthly 
checks of the equipment are carried out by Cllr Webb. 

• Telephone kiosk – MPC has agreed to adopt the telephone kiosk after BT decommissions it from 
service and removes its equipment.  It is part of the local heritage and by adopting the Parish 
Council can ensure it is maintained as a continuing landmark on entry into the village. 

• Websites – Chairman said Liz had done an excellent job in setting up a website.  The domain 
name maugersbury.com had been acquired and used to provide links to the three village 
websites.  The MPC website contained most of the basic information about the Parish Council, 
but input from residents would be welcome if there was anything further that should be added. 

• Gypsy fair – had continued to decline in terms of its popularity and impact on the local community.  
Liaison continues with CDC and Police.  To be discussed in more detail at the Parish Council 
meeting. 

8. Report from Cllr Dilys Neill, Cotswold District Council: 

• Planning enforcement – Cllr Neill gave an update on three potential issues in the parish and said 
she would continue to follow up and keep MPC informed. 

• Affordable housing – at CDC’s full council meeting on 15 May, both Cllr Neill and a representative 
of Stow’s Community Land Trust asked questions about affordable housing, in particular about 
what CDC is doing with the £882,000 received from the government’s community housing fund.  
CDC promised a working group on affordable housing provision in the district would be set up 
and Cllr Neill said she would try to get on it. 
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• National Park status for the Cotswold AONB was discussed at CDC and officers were asked for a 
full report which Cllr Neill said she would share, and asked for views. 

• CDC now has a GDPR officer who would be happy to advise town and parish councils. 

• Gypsy gathering – Cllr Neill believed CDC carried out 5-yearly reviews and said she would find 
out when the one was due. Cllr Neill was asked to feedback to CDC Officers that MPC believes 
that the field is occupied too early, no onsite toilets are provided and the post fair clear up is too 
slow. 

• Questions/comments 
- Cllr Totham said Northleach had a small development of affordable housing and it might be 

worth finding out how they were able to achieve it. 
- Regarding CDC using the affordable housing funds for training, Cllr Totham believed that 

would be reinventing the wheel as this must surely have been done nationally. 
- Cllr Russell noted that Chamberlain House had 5 vacancies and they had been empty a long 

time.  Cllr Neill said the owners Bromford had told her this was because a revamp was 
planned. 

- Cllr Moor said that the suggestion of National Park status was moving apace.  It was hoped 
the consultation would be widely available.  Mr Brown said it was important it be forward-
looking and have a clear and positive view of what it wanted to achieve. 

• Chairman thanked Cllr Neill for her efforts and particularly for attending this meeting given her 
difficult circumstances today. 

9. Finance: Cllr Webb gave a summary of Parish Council's finances for last year as per attached report 
and noted he independent audit had been successfully completed. 

10. Questions and comments from parishioners:  There were no other questions or comments from 
members of the public. 

The meeting was followed by the Annual Parish Council meeting. 
 
 
 
Signed by Chairman of 
Maugersbury Parish Council:      Date: 


