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DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 19
th

 March 2018, 6.30pm, Stow Youth Centre 

 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr H Webb, Cllr J Bartlett, Cllr B Russell, Cllr H Totham and 
Liz Sajewicz (clerk). 
In attendance:  District Cllr D Neill (arrived during meeting).  Nine members of the public. 

1. Apologies: Apologies for absence were accepted from: Cllr N Moor, Police representative, 
Mr T Sumner, Mr & Mrs Thomas. 

2. Declarations of Interest: None. 

3. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19
th
 December 2017 were 

unanimously approved as an accurate record, and were signed by the Chairman. 

4. Matters Arising: There were no matters not covered on the agenda. 

5. Police Report:  Local Police had been unable to attend but provided a report that will be 
circulated with these minutes. 

6. Report from Cllr Nigel Moor, Gloucestershire County Council: Cllr Moor had been 
unable to attend but provided a report in the form of a Spring Newsletter that will be 
circulated with these minutes.  The chairman read out the following points of interest from 
the newsletter: 

 GCC budget approved, with a large proportion allocated to Highways 

 Lengthsmen scheme – new schedule to be issued in May 

 LED street lighting programme continues (could relate to item 16 below) 

 Highways budget of £20m for routine maintenance, new contract to be awarded in 
autumn 

 Amey highway maintenance contract ends this month 

 Highways England consultations have not included the A429 in either the first tier 
National Strategic Roads Network or the second tier Major Roads Network.  This would 
mean the A429 being funded locally by GCC and s106 contributions, and an opportunity 
to direct HGVs away from the A429 as a local highway 

 Local Highways Manager Bob Skillern promoted to new role – new manager is Rhodri 
Grey. 

Gypsy Gathering (Cllr Russell):  Cllr Russell reported that she had no updates and had 
heard nothing about a Silver Group meeting.  Clerk to check date of next gathering.  Cllr 
Russell said she had records and scrapbooks going back a number of years covering Gypsy 
gatherings.  It was agreed that these should retained. 

Post meeting update:  “Travellers’ Times” website says,“10th May 2018 Stow Fair TBC” and 
“25

th
 October 2018 Stow Fair TBC”. 

7. Village Environment (Cllr Bartlett): 

a) Maugersbury Road – Highways had not been back since late January and boards were 
still in place across the excavations.  Cllr Bartlett had requested an update. 

b) By Rowan House the soakaway was being investigated.  Technically it was not a 
soakaway but water would flow away downhill.  An adjacent chamber had been 
unearthed close by. 

c) The gully on opposite side of road had been jetted.  It didn’t connect to the excavations 
in the footpath, and Cllr Bartlett believes it needs to be repositioned more into the 
roadway to collect water that flows down from Stow.  Currently not functional as it only 
collects leaves.  A resident reported that his wall was being undermined and requested it 
be rectified quickly. Cllr Bartlett to pursue this with the new local Highways manager – 
email to say (1) what are they doing about the hole and when?, (2) wall is being 
undermined and Highways will be held responsible, and (3) what are they doing about 
the gully? 
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d) Lengthsmen dates being notified in May.  When received, Cllr Bartlett to email and ask 
for suggested tasks. 

e) Grit ordered in July 2017 had finally been delivered in late January. 

f) The full grit bin had disappeared from the bend nr Swallow Farm.  Cllr Bartlett has 
reported this to Highways, and on their instructions a bag of grit and salt has been 
placed in the same location. 

g) Verges – Last year Dylan did 5 cuts.  There was a suggestion from the Residents 
Association that there should be more. 

h) Stow Hill – Cllr Totham said leaves were not being collected.  Beyond The Retreat, the 
amount of debris on the footpath was making the path dangerous for users.  Cllr Bartlett 
noted that this was because of concerns for safety of contractor staff.  Cllr Fisher said 
there was not sufficient room to use a pushchair or for two people to walk side-by-side 
on the path.  At the time of the Round Britain Cycle Race he had been shocked at the 
volume of HGVs using the hill and the speed of other vehicles.  Cllr Bartlett said 
Highways maintained that a lane of traffic would have to be closed between the Arch 
Road and Stow for any work to take place.  CDC did not consider that the major routes 
were their responsibility. 

8. Planning (Cllr Totham): 

a) To consider current planning applications: 
None outstanding. 

b) Decisions have been received for the following planning applications: 
17/04520/FUL Park Farm:  Application to convert garage to single dwelling.  No 
additional openings or change of scale.  MPC submitted a comment in support.  
Permitted. 
17/04726/FUL The Retreat:  Conversion of barn to a single dwelling and erection of a 
new garage and replacement stables.  MPC submitted comments requesting condition 
requiring stables to be ancillary to residential use and their use to be restricted to 
equestrian purposes thereby preventing further conversion to residential.  Permitted, 
with condition as requested by MPC. 
18/00190/FUL: Rowan Gate:  Application to install dormer windows, increase size of 
existing windows to rear and alterations to existing balcony.  MPC submitted comments 
of no objection.  Permitted. 

c) Other decisions as per attached planning register. 

9. Defibrillator (Cllr Webb):  

a) New defibrillator pads had been purchased as they need to be replaced every two years. 

b) Arranging training for mid-May to mid-June, using Southwest Ambulance Trust (at no 
cost). 

c) Defibrillator requires weekly and monthly checks.  Cllr Webb has been doing the checks, 
but helpers were needed as back-up.  A resident, Jill, kindly volunteered.  Cllr Webb to 
show her what to do.  Other volunteers who have had defibrillator training would be 
welcome. 

10. Finance (Cllr Webb): 

Payments were approved as per the payment schedule – GAPTC annual membership 
£36.24, CHT defibrillator pads £87.60, Youth Club venue £10.00, Clerk salary and expenses 
£588.22. (Income for the period was bank interest of £1.07.) 

11. Telephone kiosk: Clerk reported that the adoption agreement had now been signed by both 
parties.  However BT had advised that removal of the telephone equipment might be 
delayed because of training and safety issues.  BT will notify MPC as soon as it is done. 

12. Websites: Clerk reported that the new MPC website was more or less complete apart from 
the defibrillator page and some documents to be uploaded.  Following discussion it was 
agreed not to include residents’ names or phone numbers on the defibrillator page.  Clerk to 
draft defibrillator text for Cllr Webb to review.  It was agreed the MPC website could now go 
live. 
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Post meeting note: 

Village gateway website:     www.maugersbury.com 

MPC website:     https://maugersbury.wixsite.com/parishcouncil  (or follow link from gateway 
site) 

13. General Data Protection Regulations Clerk reported on the new requirements and their 
implications for MPC.  It was noted that the requirements had not been finalised and parish 
councils would not be expected to be fully compliant immediately.  The National Association 
of Local Councils had provided a set of model policies and templates.  It was agreed the 
clerk would share these with the other village organisations with mailing lists. 

14. Report from Cllr Neill, Cotswold District Council 

(a) Leaves on Stow Hill (item 7h):  Cllr Neill offered to pursue this with Cllr Moor.  Cllr 
Bartlett to give Cllr Neill the telephone number of her contact at Ubico. 

(b) CDC update:  Cllr Neill said the quarterly full CDC meeting in February had focused on 
the budget.  She noted that CDC receives 8% of council tax collected, compared with 
GCC 80%.  CDC’s other significant source of income was the New Homes Bonus.  Cllr 
Neill said she had written an article for Stow Times that she hoped would appear in April.  
She also hoped to do a survey for the ward, after learning that a survey by CDC had 
received only 34 responses.  (No-one present was aware of a CDC survey.)  CDC’s 
portion of council tax had been frozen again this year.  Cllr Neill asked for any questions 
that MPC wanted her to ask at the next quarterly CDC meeting. 

(c) New Homes Bonus: Cllr Neill noted that CDC expected to receive £1.85m from the 
New Homes Bonus.  Although a significant amount would come from developments in 
Stow, it would be spent on a district-wide basis and much of it would be used to pay for a 
new car park in Cirencester.  Cllr Totham asked how CDC balanced planning decisions 
against the money it received from developments, and expressed concern at the quality 
of design being permitted against officer advice.  Cllr Neill said CDC was under pressure 
to deliver its housing supply target and was conscious that large developers had the 
power to appeal.  Noted there was a net drain of young people from the district.  Cllr 
Neill suggested writing to our MP.  Chairman asked whether Stow Town Council was 
pushing CDC for some of the New Homes Bonus spending.  Cllr Neill said Spitfire had 
claimed that, in its development of 20 houses in Stow, provision of affordable house was 
unviable.  As Cllr Neill understood that the development had been quite profitable, she 
had asked for a review of viability but had been advised that there was no opportunity for 
a review in the process.  She expressed frustration with the length of time taken to 
produce a Local Plan, saying it had provided a 7-year loophole for developers. 

(d) Traveller sites in CDC Local Plan:  Meadowlands identified as a potential site only.  
Planning permission would have to be applied for.  Cllr Neill will keep MPC posted on 
consultation opportunities. 

(e) Cackleberry Farm enforcement:  Officers had looked at the work and thought it was 
just making good.  Need to keep an eye on it. 

(f) Pound Lane enforcement:    It was noted that the scrapings had been moved.  It was 
agreed to watch the situation but let it rest. 

(g) Aldridge site:  Enforcement officer to visit site this week. 

(h) Enforcement team:  Cllr Neill reported that CDC had hired more enforcement staff, 
however they were also planning officers and their planning workload took priority.  Cllr 
Neill intended to meet with them regularly. 

(i) Doctors surgery:  Work was progressing.  Some compliance issues to be resolved, 
also cycle store and other green items, and stone and tiles to be approved. 

(j) Footpath to doctors surgery:  Footpath maintenance was the responsibility of GCC, 
but the existing footpath would need upgrading, tree work and lighting, which would 
involve the land owner.  The surgery intended to set up a meeting about the footpath.  
There were comments that separate pedestrian access should have been sorted out as 



4 

part of the planning application.  Cllr Totham noted that trees were not being maintained 
and were collapsing onto the footpath from the properties on both sides. 

(k) Cllr Fisher thanked Cllr Neill for coming to the meeting and for her hard work. 

15. Correspondence for information:  GCC consultation about 20mph zone for Stow, 
including 30mph limit for Maugersbury Road which MPC supports – clerk to submit 
response.  CDC consultation on Local Plan. 

16. Any other business: 

(a) Broadband – Mr Warmington said he had received brochures and calls from Gigaclear 
recently.  He had noticed deteriorating speeds with BT, and Cllr Totham said she had 
experienced the same over recent weeks.  No-one else present had been contacted by 
Gigaclear. 

(b) Lower House light – Mr Warmington had done some research on designs but not found 
anything suitable.  Other options to consider could be a bespoke design or a lamp post.  
Mr Warmington to speak to the owners to find out more about the existing light. 

17. Date of next meeting: Monday 4
th
 June 2018 confirmed.  (Venue: Stow Youth Club.) 

Meeting closed at 8.00pm 

 


