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Parish Council Meeting 
Held via Zoom on Monday 7 September 2020 starting at 6.30pm 

D R A F T  M I N U T E S  
 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr A Root, Cllr H Totham, Cllr R Warmington, Cllr M Lutman 
and Liz Sajewicz (Clerk). 

In attendance:  County Cllr N Moor, District Cllr D Neill and 15 members of public. 

1. Apologies 
None 

2. Declarations of interest 
It was noted that councillors must declare any personal or prejudicial interests in items on 
the agenda and councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the room at the relevant 
time. 

3. Minutes 
The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 1 June 2020 were confirmed as an 
accurate record and approved to be signed by the Chairman. 

4. Adopt Privacy Notices 
The Privacy Notice (General) and Privacy Notice for Council Roleholders had been 
circulated previously and it was agreed that they be adopted. 

5. Review of Documentation 
It was noted that the annual review of policy documents will be deferred to next meeting. 

6. County Councillor’s report 
Cllr Moor discussed his report (circulated).  He added that council should contact the local 
highways manager about getting a team to do work in the parish. 
Cllr Moor was thanked for his excellent report.  
A resident said the Unicorn Junction needed a longer term solution.  Cllr Moor said it was 
uncertain what traffic levels would be in the future but they would be monitored. 

7. District Councillor’s report 
Deferred, see below. 

8. Cycle Route Moreton-Stow-Bourton (and others) 
Cllr Moor explained that the Department for Transport was looking at commuter travel 
corridors to give people alternatives to get back to work.  Cllr Moor and Cllr Neill had 
received numerous suggestions.  There were hints that there could be more funding in 6-12 
months and hoped that recreational schemes could be submitted at that stage but it was 
important to get community support beforehand. 
Possible changes to the Moreton-Stow-Bourton route were to extend the existing southern 
route either east to Kingham Station or west to Andoversford. 
A councillor said he would not support reinstating the bridge in Maugersbury because it 
would be problematic for the farming community.  Doubts were expressed about how the 
route could be shared with horses.  A councillor said the proposal seems to use existing 
cycle lanes which are used by other traffic and drivers go quite fast.  Moreton-Stow-Bourton 
is a significant travel corridor for this area and it needs off-road cycle paths to get people out 
of cars. A councilllor said he supported the proposal to reinstate the railway and would use 
it. 
A resident who is a cyclist said efforts to improve the Stow-Broadwell bridleway should be 
supported, and all proposals by Sustrans should be supported in principle.  He said all 
cyclists should be persuaded to avoid using the A429, and the Stow area would benefit from 
a proper look at bridleways, cycleways and footpaths to improve the network, and could look 
at the example of Winchcombe which has made walking a centre of its tourism. 
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Cllr Moor said GCC is planning a series of cycling and walking strategies and it is in the 
budget and timeline to look at the Cotswolds and would like to take up those ideas. 
Cllr Moor undertook to ask officers for a timeline to look at the north Cotswolds in a 
systematic way. 
Council agreed to support the Moreton-Stow-Bourton proposal and all efforts to bring 
forward cycling and walking for recreational and commuter use. 

9. District Councillor’s report (agenda item 7) 
Cllr Neill’s report had been circulated before the meeting.  She added that one of the newly 
created roles would be able to look at the lack of small business units in Stow.  
There had been difficulties with the payment system at the Maugersbury Road car park and 
a new payment firm would be taking over from October.  The vandalised payment machine 
was not being replaced immediately because CDC is looking for a different type of machine. 
Health Scrutiny Committee had been meeting and would be talking to Trust and to clinical 
commissioning services. 
Emergency and A&E services had been temporarily transferred to Gloucester Hospital 
because it has a bigger department allowing separation of Covid and non-Covid patients. 
Fit for Future consultation was ongoing and had been delayed by the pandemic but Cllr Neill 
would report back.  
Asked about the Local Plan review, Cllr Neill said the plan period was still to 2031 but the 
plan had to be reviewed and updated every 5 years, and this review would be completed in 
the next year or so.  A resident said National Hunt training should be included in the plan 
because it was a significant employment and land use activity in this area. Cllr Neill said she 
would convey that to the plan review team. 
A councillor pointed out in relation to business units that there were industrial units nearby in 
Bourton, Moreton and Kingham where people could set up businesses and asked whether 
they were full.  Cllr Neill said it was about small artisan/craft workshop spaces but said that 
officers would take a global view of the Cotswolds. 
Cllr Neill was thanked for her report. 

10. Pound Lane junction (agenda item 9) 
Chairman recapped that the issue had been raised numerous times over the years, most 
recently at the March council meeting where there was almost universal concern.  
Discussion continued at the June meeting where Cllr Moor had suggested asking residents 
and neighbouring councils for their views.  Responses had been received from Oddington 
Parish Council and Stow Town Council and were read out.  [Post meeting note: A last 
minute response from Bledington Parish Council was received saying that the council was 
not aware of any concerns.]  Eighteen responses had been received from residents and the 
comments and suggestions had been circulated.  There was discussion about possible 
measures and considerations, and residents also gave their views. 
It was agreed that making Pound Lane one-way was not the answer because it would create 
problems for farm access and would push more traffic to The Bell junction and Maugersbury 
Road. 
It was agreed that the next step was to have a meeting with Highways to talk through the 
options.  Cllr Moor said he would take away an action to arrange a meeting on site with a 
senior highways engineer.  

11. Parish Environment (agenda item 10) 
Cllr Root’s report had been circulated.  The following actions were agreed: 
Timber bollards – Clerk to ask GCC Highways for a specific date for replacing the missing 
bollards. 
Stow Hill drainage – A resident had provided a suggested list of properties outside the 
parish with trees that should be checked for overhanging the road and potentially causing 
blockages.  Clerk to pass the suggestion to Highways. 
Verges – Clerk was asked to ask Highways if the verge cut completed in the week of 
3 August could be programmed for the same date next year. 
Oxlease Hill drainage – clerk was asked to find out what GCC’s maintenance programme is 
for these gulleys and drains.  
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Overhanging trees – MPC to meet with snow plough operator to walk through the village and 
identify trees that might be a problem.  MPC then to contact property and landowners to 
inform them and ask them to consider trimming. 
Bins and recycling at The Forge – MPC to contact owner and request that bins are stored 
out of view. 
Dates were agreed for a litter pick on Saturday 19 September and two leaf clear-up days on 
Saturday 10 October and Saturday 28 November.  Cllr Root kindly offered to organise them. 
It was noted that there was a need to think about how to replace the Maugersbury Road 
path clearing work that had been kindly done by Mr Brown and how to pay for it in the 
absence of another volunteer.  Post meeting note: Subsequently decided that litter pick not 
currently necessary and will be scheduled for the same time as the November clear up.  A 
Save the Date email has been sent to residents for Saturday 28th November at 9.30am. 
 
Mr Brown said he had been mowing the whole verge as far as the vets this year and noted a 
big increase since the pandemic in numbers of people walking along this major circuit walk 
from Stow.  It had cut down litter and dog dirt on the entrance to the village and encouraged 
people to walk on top of the banks and not step on to the road. 
 
[Cllr Fisher’s internet connection to the meeting was lost.] 
 
Broadband – Cllr Lutman gave an update saying he had been due to see our MP in March 
but that was now in abeyance.  The government had announced a new voucher scheme but 
Cllr Lutman had investigated it and found that Maugersbury is not eligible as the system 
thinks its broadband is adequate. 

12. Stow Fair 22 October (agenda item 11)  
Cllr Lutman reported that Police were in contact with the organiser and had been informed 
that the event would be very low key this year and would not be advertised as it had been in 
previous years.  The organiser had been reminded about the need to follow social distancing 
etc guidelines.  Police response and resources would be in place and this would be same as 
in previous years. 

13. Finance (agenda item 12) 
Cllr Warmington reported that verge cutting costs were forecast to be over budget because 
of timing but would be at least partly offset by underspend in other areas. 
Payments were approved as per the payment schedule: GAPTC course fee £50.00, 
E Sajewicz clerk’s salary £513.80.  There was no income in the period. 

14. Planning (agenda item 13) 
a) To consider current planning application: 

20/02521/FUL - The Old Well House, Burford Road, Stow on the Wold GL54 1JY - 
Conversion of garage to create annex. 
It was agreed Council had no objection. 
 
[Cllr Fisher rejoined the meeting.] 
 

b) To note decision notices received for the following planning applications 
 

Application Address Description MPC 
Comments 

CDC 
Decision 

20/01345/FUL Hyde Mill 
Netherswell Stow-
On-The-Wold 

Replacement and re-
positioning of existing 
bridge over mill stream 

No 
objection 

Permit 

 
c) To give an update about proposed planning reform consultation 

Cllr Totham reported she was reviewing the government white paper and related 
consultation documents and putting a synopsis together.  She asked for CDC’s views 
and how it would feed into the Local Plan review.  CPRE was unhappy that it would 
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remove local input and had launched a petition.  The Local Government Association 
said the fault is not with the existing planning process – there are 1 million houses with 
planning permission but not being built so the existing process is not constraining 
housebuilding. 
Unitary authorities – the government is pushing for unitary authorities to replace the 
two-tier system of district and county councils. 
Cllr Totham and MPC will work on these and wait to hear CDC’s views before deciding 
how to respond. 
 
Cllr Neill said the planning reforms would require Cotswold District to provide over 1200 
new homes per year compared with 450 currently.  There was a lot of uncertainty.  As 
the district is mostly AONB, would they all be crammed in non-AONB locations?  The 
threshold for including affordable housing would be raised.  Cllr Neill thought all the 
cards were in the hands of developers.  The proposals would be discussed at the next 
CDC meeting and Cllr Neill had asked for a briefing beforehand. 
Council members asked how the current drive for affordable housing would be 
reconciled with protecting the environment. Giving developers carte blanche would not 
help to provide the starter homes that are needed in this area.  The criteria for design 
would have to be legally defensible and enforceable.  The proposals lacked sufficient 
detail. 
 
Cllr Fisher asked Cllr Moor and Cllr Neill if they could do a briefing for parish and town 
councils covering 

 Glover Report 
 Planning proposals 
 Unitary authority proposal 

which they agreed to do. 
 

15. Date of next meeting: Monday 7 December 2020 

16. Meeting closed at 8.24pm 

 

 

Signed by Chairman:  _____________________________ Date:  ______________________  


