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Parish Council Meeting 
St Edward’s Church Rooms, Stow on the Wold, Monday 4th March 2019 

D R A F T   M I N U T E S  
 

 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr H Webb (Vice Chair), Cllr H Totham, Cllr B Russell, and 
Liz Sajewicz (clerk). 

In attendance:  County Cllr N Moor, District Cllr D Neill, Stow on the Wold Town 
Cllr J Scarsbrook, and 15 members of the public. 

1. Apologies: Apologies were accepted from Cllr J Bartlett, Ms P Power and Mr S Meyrick. 

2. Declarations of Interest: It was noted that Councillors must declare any personal or 
prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and Councillors with prejudicial interests must 
leave the room at the relevant time. Cllr Russell declared interest in item 12(c). 

3. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd December 2018 were 
unanimously approved as an accurate record and were signed by the Chairman. 

4. Matters Arising: There were no matters not covered on the agenda. 

5. Elections May 2019:  It was noted that all existing councillors would be standing down as 
their terms of office would have come to an end, and could stand again if they wished.  Four 
councillors intended to stand again, for 5 positions.  Chairman encouraged anyone 
interested to put their name forward.  Chairman announced this would be Cllr Webb’s final 
meeting.  On behalf of the council he thanked Cllr Webb for coming forward and more than 
playing her part with her contribution very much appreciated.  This was endorsed by all 
present with a round of applause. 

6. Review of Documentation:  Having been circulated previously, the proposed Document 
Retention policy was unanimously approved and adopted. 

7. County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Moor gave the following update. 
a) GCC budget for 2019/20 had been set, and Cllr Moor circulated a summary. 

Council tax would increase by 4.99%, the increase to be spent on children’s services 
and adult social care.  More than 60% of the budget was spent on social care, and costs 
continued to increase.  The increase would be £5.13 per month for the average Band D 
property. 
£178m of new capital investment for schools, community facilities and highways. 
New initiatives included funding for maintaining subsidised bus services, a Highways 
Local Budget of £25,000 for each county member (access via chairman), a district fund 
for youth activities and continuation of the Lengthsman scheme. 

b) Gloucestershire was in a good place compared with many county councils.  The next big 
issue could be subsidised public transport, with a re-tender coming up and prices 
increasing significantly.  GCC had launched a review to look at alternatives to big 
expensive buses. 

c) Road repair work continued, with 50,000 pot holes repaired since April thanks to 
favourable weather.  The number of potholes outstanding was less than half what it was 
last year. 

d) Lengthsman work would be allocated centrally based on the work needed, rather than 
allocating specific weeks to areas.  MPC to send list of projects to Local Highways 
Manager. 

e) Broadband – Cllr Moor had heard there were improvements in Maugersbury.  But 
residents were not aware of any new capacity and a member of the public observed that 
Lower Swell had one pot per house compared with 5 or 6 pots for the whole of 
Maugersbury.  Clerk to contact Cllr Stowe to ask about any improvements. 
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A member of the public thanked Cllr Moor and GCC for the work done on Stow Hill and the 
triangle of grass by the traffic lights, saying it was looking much better.  Cllr Moor said there 
was still some footpath widening to be done there, and it would be done without closing 
roads. 

A member of the public asked about reducing the number of trucks using the A429.  
Cllr Moor said there was some progress, with an officer having been asked to look at 
removing the designation on the A429 from the M42 in Warwickshire to the junction with the 
Evesham Road in Stow, and officers were talking to Warwickshire. 

Chairman thanked Cllr Moor as always for his continued support and efforts on behalf of the 
parish. 

8. District Councillor’s Report 

a) Cllr Neil gave the following update on MPC’s planning enforcement questions: 

Meadowlands caravans – it was likely this would be a traveller site in the new Local Plan.  
Response to come but it looked as if no enforcement action would be taken. 

Cackleberry Farm – enforcement officer had been told that lights were on at night 
because of work being done on the building, and Cllr Neill would keep an eye.  The 
chicken sheds only had to be moveable even if they were never moved. 

b) Cllr Neill said CDC’s budget had been presented to last week’s full council meeting.  
Budget was £11-12m, with 50% coming from council tax and the rest from business 
rates, new homes bonus and investments. Government funding had dramatically 
decreased.  There had been no increase in CDC’s portion of council tax for several years 
but a 2% increase this year would mean a £2.60 rise for Band D. 

c) Other changes to council tax included changes to eligibility for support, and increasing 
the amount payable for empty properties the longer they remained empty, up to 300%, 
and this would include housing association properties. 

d) Ward members would have a pot of £2000-£3000 for projects in their areas. 

e) Parking would be free on Sundays at Brewery Yard in Cirencester, and there would be 
consultation about doing the same at Maugersbury Road car park. 

f) Rubbish and recycling – green waste to be collected fortnightly, a change from the 
previous proposal.  Bin fee to be reviewed and a survey about that had been promised.  
New collection vehicles were expected to arrive around November, and an increased 
range of recyclables would be collected including textiles, tetrapaks and small electrical 
items. 

g) CDC was considering supporting mental health charities given the voluntary 
organisations had long waiting lists.  A working group had been set up to look at what the 
council could do to help. 

h) Update on North Cotswold Hospital x-ray service – the group led by Moreton Town 
Council had been assured that the closure was temporary and due to delays in 
recruitment. 

Cllr Neill was thanked for her report and her work on behalf of the parish. 

In response to a question, Cllr Neill said she had been told that the reason several homes in 
Chamberlayne House were left empty was that it was “under review to be modernised”.  She 
was pursuing the organisations involved.  A resident observed that business rates in Stow 
were double those in nearby towns making many businesses unviable.  Cllr Neill said rentals 
were high in Stow and business rates were based on rental values. 

9. Gypsy Gathering:  Cllr Russell said she had been informed the fair would be on 9th May and 
the field owner was not expecting increased numbers.  Regarding the outbreak of a new 
strain of equine influenza, DEFRA had advised that nothing could be done to prevent the 
horse fair going ahead.  A member of the public noted that the level of policing had gone 
down over recent years, although it was noted there had been little warning last time 
because of the last-minute change of date.  Clerk was asked to contact CDC to confirm 
arrangements were in place for the fair on 9th May.   
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10. Village Environment: 
a) To give an update on Highways/Amey work including Lengthsmen projects – not 

discussed pending update from Cllr Bartlett. 
b) Telephone kiosk – update glazing and lock – Cllr Russell and Mr Golby were finding it 

difficult to find tradespeople to fit a lock and replace glass panels but were pursuing all 
suggestions. 

c) Lower House light – not discussed in absence of Cllr Bartlett.  Post meeting note:  
GCC’s lighting contractors Skanska have advised that the new light fitting has been put 
into their programme of replacing lights on private properties.  There was no timeframe 
but they indicated there were thousands of lights in the programme. 

d) To consider joining the Keep Britain Tidy Spring Clean – Discussed at item 13 
below. 

11. Finance (Cllr Webb): 
a) To approve payments.  Payments were approved as per the payment schedule: 

M Gilbert Planning £450, Youth Centre room hire £10, GAPTC annual membership fee 
£36.06, St Edward’s Church Rooms £8, Clerk salary £367.90, HMRC PAYE on salary 
£76.60, Clerk reimbursement of annual website fees £47.38.  Income for the period was 
donations received for the Richborough planning advice fund £650. 

12. Planning (Cllr Totham): 
a) To consider current planning applications 

There were no outstanding planning applications in the parish. 
b) Decisions have been received for the following planning applications 

As per planning register:  Hylmeade House – New porch and rooflights – permitted. 
c) Land South of Bartletts Park 

Having declared an interest Cllr Russell left the room. 
 
i. Update on appointment of planning consultant  

Cllr Totham said that following the last meeting’s decision that guidance was needed 
and call for contributions for preliminary advice, £650 had been received and a 
meeting had been held with planning consultant Mike Gilbert.  The meeting had been 
useful, confirming that the proposal was outside Local Plan policies and outside the 
development boundary, and advising to engage with Richborough and be honest with 
them with no need to justify MPC’s position in planning terms. 

ii. Update on meeting with CDC Councillor Stephen Hirst 

Cllr Totham reported that she and Cllr Webb had met with Cllr Hirst the CDC cabinet 
member for housing to find out about affordable housing in the district, how it worked 
and how Stow fitted in, to get a better picture of Stow’s requirement (or not) in the 
context of Bourton and Moreton.  Cllr Hirst provided some information and would 
come back with more.  A new housing officer had also just been appointed by CDC 
with the specific task of looking for small sites outside development boundaries for 
100% affordable housing. 

iii. Proposed meeting with RE – MPC proposed statement to RE 

Cllr Fisher said council proposed to arrange a meeting with Richborough in the near 
future if they agreed.  He read a statement that council proposed to make to 
Richborough if it was supported by residents, and opened the floor to discussion 
about the statement.  Several residents spoke in support of the proposed statement 
and endorsed the council’s approach.  Several residents again expressed skepticism 
about the definition of “affordable” and uncertainty about the numbers needed.  Other 
possible objections and actions were mentioned and it was noted that these could be 
taken further when a planning application was made.  There were no objections to the 
proposed statement from the floor or from members of council.  Clerk was asked to 
contact Richborough to arrange a meeting. 

13. Correspondence for information:  Chairman read an extract from correspondence with 
the Police who had been unable to attend this meeting but said, “If local residents want 
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crime prevention/security advice we would be more than willing to provide that if they wish to 
get in touch with us at Stow Police Station.”  Residents had a number of questions and 
Police would be invited to attend the next meeting.  Clerk to ask for a response in the 
meantime about suspicious activities and lack of Police visibility in the area.  Post meeting 
note: Stow Police have responded that they would be interested in information about 
suspicious activity, including vehicle details, and this can be emailed to 
Robert.Hardie@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk 

Council had received information about the Great British Spring Clean.  A community litter-
pick on 11th April was suggested and supported by two speakers who thought residents 
would want to do it.  Post meeting note: A community clean-up has been booked for 
Thursday 11th April with details to be circulated. 

14. Date of next meeting: To be confirmed.  Post meeting note: GAPTC advice is that the 
annual council meeting must be held between 9th May and 16th May. 

15. Meeting closed: At 7.53pm. 

 

 

Signed:  _______________________________ Chairman 

 

Date:  _________________________________  

 


