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Parish Council Meeting 
St Edward’s Church Rooms, Church Walk, Stow on the Wold, Monday 9 March 2020 

D R A F T  M I N U T E S  
 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr M Lutman, Cllr A Root, Cllr H Totham, Cllr R Warmington, 
and Liz Sajewicz (Clerk). 

In attendance:  District Cllr M Harris, County Cllr N Moor and 13 members of public. 

1. Apologies 
Apologies were accepted from District Cllr D Neill, Mrs J Bartlett and Mr S Meyrick 

2. Declarations of interest 
It was noted that councillors must declare any personal or prejudicial interests in items on 
the agenda and councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the room at the relevant 
time. 

3. Minutes 
The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 2 December 2019 were confirmed as an 
accurate record and were signed by the Chairman. 

4. Matters arising 
I Dig Trees – Cllr Totham reported that homes had been found for all 25 trees.  In order to 
be prepared for this year’s tree offer, she asked residents to let her know the number and 
type of trees they would like between now and next autumn/winter.  Categories available are 
Parkland, Large Garden, Small Garden, Wildlife+Shrubs. 
Doctors Surgery – Cllr Neill had offered to approach the surgery.  Cllr Moor offered to do so 
too. 
Glover Report re National Park status for AONB – public meeting with Cllr Moor and 
Cllr Neill to be on next agenda. 

5. Gypsy gathering 
Chairman introduced Cllr Mark Harris, who is CDC cabinet member for Town & Parish 
Liaison, Parking and Tourism.  He is also a town councillor in Cirencester and a 
representative on GAPTC (Glos Association of Town & Parish Councils) and NALC 
(National Association of Town & Parish Councils).  Members explained Maugersbury 
residents’ concerns about gypsy gatherings.  Cllr Harris observed that there was no single 
organisation responsible.  He said a meeting between the agencies was being arranged and 
undertook to find out the details.  He said CDC needed to own the problem.  MPC wished to 
be represented at the meeting and said that a meeting should be held before every gypsy 
gathering.  [Post meeting note:  Cllr Harris has set the wheels in motion for a Silver Group 
(or equivalent) meeting.] 

6. County Councillor’s report (Cllr Moor) 

• GCC budget agreed and GCC was in a good place financially.  It included a £1m action 
fund for identifying climate change initiatives.  Every country councillor had a local 
highways budget.  The schools budget included a new secondary school in Cheltenham 
and expansion of Cotswold School. 

• GCC has agreed to fund new LED light outside the doctors surgery. 

• Local Transport Plan consultation currently under way.  The Fosse is now a “principal” 
road rather than a “strategic” road.  Trying to persuade the freight industry to use 
strategic roads not principal roads by various means, e.g. a 20 mph limit through 
Moreton.  The LTP consultation is on GCC’s website for anyone interested (a very big 
document). 

• Unicorn Junction – GCC has put in a bid to the Department of Transport pinchpoint fund 
to improve the traffic lights using digital lights as well as improving access to the 
junction. 
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• GCC will be putting out a pamphlet for town and parish councils on diversity in highway 
verges – what to plant and when to cut. 

• Government has announced more funding for public transport and GCC is bidding for 
increased frequency on the 801 Moreton-Cheltenham route, as well as other rural public 
transport initiatives.  GCC is piloting an on-demand rural public transport system and will 
report on it by summer.   

• Javelin Park incinerator is now functioning and means 90% of waste is diverted from 
landfill.  Cllr Moor recommended the visitor centre although it is not currently taking 
bookings due to the coronavirus situation. 

• Parking review – a county-wide parking review will start this summer and will include 
Stow and Moreton. 

Questions invited 

• Adlestrop Bridge weight restriction – no start date yet.  GCC is monitoring traffic on 
Sheep Street and in Moreton and Bledington so that “before” and “after” data will be 
available for evaluation.  The scheme is experimental for 18 months.  

• Potholes between Stow and Cirencester – this is pothole season and it is an endless 
task.  Aim to catch up by May.  Ideal solution is resurfacing rather than just filling holes. 

• Oddington Road/Bledington Road/Pound Lane junction – MPC is concerned about 
safety because drivers don’t know which way to go, and turning from Pound Lane 
towards Kingham is particularly difficult.  MPC doesn’t know what the solution is but 
wants it to be made safer.  Cllr Moor undertook to take it up with officers as a priority. 

• Javelin Park incinerator – is it producing any noxious waste?  Cllr Moor said the tall 
stack is the cleansing mechanism.  Ash produced is used in road construction.  The 
incinerator has environmental permits monitored by the Environment Agency. 

Cllr Moor was thanked for his report and his work for the parish. 

7. District Councillor’s report 
None as Cllr Neill was not present. 

8. Parish Environment (Cllr Lutman and Cllr Root): 
a) To receive an update on work in the parish 

Cllr Root reported MPC has been pressing for HGV signage which had been agreed in 
principle but has gone quiet.  Cllr Moor said he would put it forward in the local highways 
budget.  The other outstanding issue was replacement/repainting timber bollards – Cllr 
Moor said he would follow this up too.  Cllr Lutman reported that two large metal posts 
had been erected on the verge close to the Bell PH which may be connected with the 
signage. 
Overhanging trees – MPC had circulated residents and Cllr Root thanked residents who 
had taken steps in response.  MPC cannot require any maintenance work and can only 
ask property owners to self-assess.  MPC could talk to owners of trees that the snow 
plough operator had identified, to encourage them to act. 
Landscaping outside doctors surgery – the poor state of the verge was raised by a 
resident.  Cllr Harris said he would take this up together with the footpath between the 
vets and the doctors surgery.   
Great British Spring Clean – Cllr Root proposed 4-5 April (the weekend before Easter) 
for a tidy-up.  It was noted there were some issues along Maugersbury Road with repeat 
dumping of cigarette packets and wine bottles in the same location.  [Post meeting note: 
tidy-up cancelled for the time being due to coronavirus situation.] 

b) To consider any action required following incident of vehicle exiting Arch Road 
onto A429 
Last week an articulated grain truck couldn’t reverse out of Arch Road and was able to 
exit onto the A429.  Highways did not have a key to the gate.  Clerk reported that the 
Police located a key at Stow Police Station and had secured the gate.  A resident said 
usually the chain could be lifted off the gatepost even if was locked.  A resident said 
lorries did sometimes go down Arch Road, and her suggestion of signage at the 
beginning saying “No Through Road and No Turning Available” was supported by 
council members.  Cllr Moor undertook to follow up. 
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9. Broadband: To receive report from Cllr Lutman 
Cllr Lutman said the results of the survey of residents had been communicated to 
Fastershire.  Fastershire had responded with numbers that didn’t make sense.  MPC 
provided Fastershire with the list of addresses and actual speeds but Fastershire’s response 
was Alice in Wonderland.  Cllr Warmington said he had observed that speeds dropped as 
distance from the router increased.  Cllr Lutman said the takeup of fibre had been only 5-
10% which suggested it was being offered to the wrong people and there was a mismatch 
between demand and availability.  There must be capacity in the cable.  Cllr Harris 
suggested raising this with Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown.  Cllr Lutman to send survey results to 
Cllr Harris. 

10. Finance (Cllr Warmington) 
a) Payments were approved as per the payment schedule: GAPTC membership fee £41, 

Centre 67 Stow Youth Club room hire £10, E Sajewicz website hosting and domain 
registration reimbursement £47, E Sajewicz clerk’s salary £501.  There was no income 
for the period. 

b) The independent internal audit would take place on 6-8 May 2020. 
c) A resident suggested formalising the grasscutting arrangement.  Cllrs Lutman and Root 

to liaise with the contractor. 

11. Planning (Cllr Totham) 
a) Stow and Swell Neighbourhood Plan consultation 

Public consultation sessions were being held over the next few days about potential 
sites.  Interested residents were encouraged to go along and give their views.  Council 
members planned to go along to see if the Neighbourhood Plan proposals were 
something MPC could support. 

b) To consider any current planning applications:  Cllr Totham reported the following 
planning applications between meetings: 
 

Application Address Description MPC 
Comments 

20/00008/FUL Park Farm 
Maugersbury 

Change of use of land from 
Agriculture to recreation (Sui 
Generis) for the use of a former 
railway wagon (previously used 
as a workshop/store) as a 
camping/glamping pod 

No comments 
made 

20/00779/TCONR Dower House, 
Maugersbury 

Pear (T1) - Reduce height by up 
to 2m and sides to balance. Ash 
(T2) - Fell to the ground as the 
tree is rotten and want to try and 
protect the surrounding Ash 
trees for Ash Die back. Cherry 
(T3) - Reduce lower lateral 
branches to separate from 
crown of adjacent trees Ash (T4) 
- lift the lower branches to give 
greater clearance over the road 
for lorries. Yew (T5) - lift the 
lower branches to give greater 
clearance over the road for 
lorries 

No comments 
made 
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c) Decisions have been received for the following planning applications:   
 

Application Address Description MPC 
Comments 

CDC 
Decision 

19/03673/FUL Barns at Manor 
Farm Chapel St 

Construction of a single 
storey garden building within 
the domestic curtilage 

No 
objection 

Permit 

19/03787/FUL Wyck Hill Lodge 
Wyck Hill  

Proposed single-storey lean-
to extension to north 
elevation  

No 
objection  

Permit 

19/03788/LBC Wyck Hill Lodge 
Wyck Hill 

Proposed single storey lean-
to extension to north 
elevation 

No 
objection 

Permit 

19/01183/ 
CLEUD 

Carmel, Wyck 
Hill  

Certificate of Lawful Existing 
Use or Development for the 
use of structure as a private 
dwellinghouse (Use Class 
C3) 

No 
comment 
made 

Permit 

19/04400/ 
TCONR 

Rowan House 
Maugersbury 

T1 and T8 - Remove large 
deadwood.    T11. Crown 
raise over the wall to 6.0m 
and prune to clear new tree 
plantings next door by 2.0m. 

No 
comment 
made 

Permit 

20/00008/FUL Park Farm 
Maugersbury 

Change of use of land from 
Agriculture to recreation (Sui 
Generis) for the use of a 
former railway wagon 
(previously used as a 
workshop/store) as a 
camping/glamping pod 

No 
comment 
made 

Permit 

 
Cllr Totham reported that the Park Farm application would generate a Community 
Infrastructure Levy and MPC would receive a portion of it.  She and the clerk would liaise 
to ascertain the details and what the money could be used for.  

12. Meeting dates for 2020/21 confirmed: 
Monday 1 June 2020 (with annual parish meeting) 
Monday 7 September 2020 
Monday 7 December 2020 
Monday 15 March 2021 

13. Correspondence for information 
There were no significant items of correspondence. 

14. Date of next meeting:  Monday 1 June 2020 

15. Meeting closed: At 7.44pm. 

 

 

Signed by Chairman:  _____________________________ Date:  ______________________  

https://publicaccess.cotswold.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PZ7TQ6FIL8G00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.cotswold.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PZ7TQ6FIL8G00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.cotswold.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PZ7TQ6FIL8G00&activeTab=summary

