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Annual Parish Council Meeting 
Stow Youth Centre, Monday 4th June 2018  

D R A F T  M I N U T E S  
 

 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr H Webb (Vice Chair), Cllr B Russell, Cllr J Bartlett, 
Cllr H Totham and Liz Sajewicz (clerk).  County Cllr Nigel Moor.  District Cllr Dilys Neill.  Five 
members of the public. 

1. Elect a Chairperson of the Council: Cllr Fisher was nominated; proposed Cllr Russell, 
seconded Cllr Totham.  Record of voting: All in favour.  Motion carried. 

2. Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Cllr Fisher signed the Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office. 

3. Elect a Vice-Chairperson of the Council: Cllr Webb was nominated; proposed Cllr 
Fisher, seconded Cllr Totham.  Record of voting: All in favour.  Motion carried. 

4. Declaration of Acceptance of Office:  Cllr Webb signed the Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office. 

5. Apologies: Apologies were accepted from Graham Golby, Archie and Glennis Thomas, 
Michael and Clare Braddell, Simon Meyrick, Jenny Dereham, John and Tiana Ricketts. 

6. Declarations of interest:  None. 

7. Annual Subscriptions: Clerk reported that MPC had two annual subscriptions: 
membership of Glos Association of Parish & Town Councils (GAPTC) and mandatory 
Information Commissioner’s Office registration fee.  Both approx £35 per year. 

8. Areas of responsibility, including the roles of RFO and Internal Auditor: 
a) Resolved to continue with the roles as allocated within the Parish Council. 
b) Resolved to appoint Iain Selkirk as Independent Internal Auditor for 2018/19. 

9. Programme of meetings for the year: Dates of meetings confirmed (all 6.30pm start): 
Monday 3 September 2018 
Monday 3 December 2018 
Monday 4 March 2019 

10. Audit: Copies of the independent internal audit report for the year ended 31 March 2018 
had been placed before members.  Resolved to approve the report. 

11. Financial Summary:  Copies of the financial summary and accounts for the year ended 
31 March 2018 had been placed before members.  Resolved to approve and sign off the 
financial summary and accounts without change.  

12. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for year ended 31 March 2018: 
Resolved to approve and confirm section 1 – Annual Governance and Accountability 
Statement.  

13. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for year ended 31 March 2018: 
Resolved to approve and confirm section 2 – Annual Accounting Statements. 

14. Period for the exercise of public rights for accounts for year ended 31 March 2018: 
Clerk reported that the notice would be put on the website and noticeboard following the 
meeting, and the period for members of the public to inspect the accounts would start on 
Monday 18th June and end on Friday 27th July 2018. 

15. Certificate of Exemption from requirement to submit Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return to external auditor:  Confirmed that MPC met exemption criteria.  
Resolved to approve the certificate for signing by the Chairman and clerk/RFO. 

• • • 
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16. Minutes:  The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th March 2018 were 
unanimously approved as an accurate record, and were signed by the Chairman. 

17. Matters Arising: There were no matters not covered by the agenda. 

18. Gypsy Gathering (Cllr Russell):  May’s gathering involved similar numbers of caravans 
and stalls to October’s.  There were some very early arrivals, with the first caravans 
arriving on Thursday, a week before the fair.  Concern that no toilets provided on the site.  
Damage and anti-social behaviour during the gathering included bricks thrown at the toilets 
in the Maugersbury Road car park (possibly because they were locked), youths seen 
fishing at Abbottswood lake and attempted theft of wood from a resident’s property.  
(Noted that car park toilets currently boarded up creating a poor first impression for 
visitors.) 

Police were not present on Maugersbury Road until the Wednesday.  CDC was to have 
told participants not to arrive early.  Cllr Russell had been trying to get hold of Clare Locke 
at CDC for her report, and noted with concern the lack of Silver Group meetings and the 
lack of liaison by email that was supposed to replace the meetings. 

There were suggestions that a damage deposit should be charged, or that Stow as Lord of 
the Manor should charge a fee for holding the event. 

It was agreed to formally contact CDC and raise these concerns: arriving too early, lack of 
loos, clean-up too slow, toilets left boarded up. 

 

19. Village Environment (Cllr Bartlett): 
a) Lengthsmen – due in September. 
b) Stow Hill – leaves and drains due to be cleared, with lane closure required. 
c) Arch Road – following gypsy gathering the gate on to the Fosse Way had been found 

open and had been tied up as a temporary measure by Cllr Bartlett’s son.  Cllr Bartlett 
tried to report it to Highways but they didn’t recognise the name of Arch Road.  A new 
lock had eventually been put on, with key held by Harry Roberts from Highways. 

d) Maugersbury Road – hole in footpath awaiting installation of manhole cover had been 
tarmacked over in the meantime. 

e) Flytipping – one case reported. 
f) Verges – Highways had carried out annual 1m cut of verges just before the fair.  Since 

then MPC’s contractor had cut the Maugersbury Road verges once (to top of bollards 
on both sides). 

g) Meadowlands – a new wall and gates had been built set back from the hedge line at 
the entrance to Meadowlands. Cllr Bartlett was concerned that long vehicles turning 
into the site might protrude back on to the road (A429 Fosseway).  It was understood 
that a CDC enforcement officer was due to visit the property. 

h) Community Payback Team – criteria noted for potential future projects in the parish. 
i) Grit bin on bend by Swallow Farm had been stolen. 
j) Grit bin on triangle – a decision had been made to reposition bin.  [Post meeting note: 

This work must be done by a qualified person and Highways/Amey have it on their 
work programme.] 

20. Planning (Cllr Totham): 
There were no new applications or decisions to consider. 

21. Defibrillator (Cllr Webb):   

a) Free training using Southwest Ambulance Trust was no longer available.  Community 
Heartbeat Trust could be used again with a standard cost of £175 which might be 
reduced for a small parish.  Cllr Webb would also try St John’s Ambulance who 
reportedly provide training in Bourton-on-the-Water.  It was agreed to aim for a 10am 
Saturday morning training session. 

b) There were no issues with the defibrillator.  Jill had been trained to help with the 
checks, and Debs had volunteered to help but needed training first. 
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22. Finance (Cllr Webb): 

Payments were approved as per the payment schedule: Expired cheque from 2015 written 
off at year end £144, Stow Town Council cemetery maintenance contribution £480, 
Independent auditor fee for 17/18 £80, Community First insurance renewal premium 
£175.80, Youth Club venue hire £10, Clerk salary and expenses £372.55. 

Income for the period was first instalment of precept £2475.00. 

23. Telephone kiosk:  No progress, waiting for BT to remove equipment. 

24. Village Fund: 

a) Lower House light – Ron Warmington reported the owners of Lower House were not 
aware who paid for electricity for the light and didn’t mind.  They would be happy for it 
to be replaced with something better.  The light extends at least 6 ft from the building 
and Ron had not been able to find anything suitable.  A standard lamp with a post 
would be an alternative.  Chairman advised a meeting with Highways lighting 
contractors Skanska to discuss this was scheduled for 12 June at 10am, and invited 
Ron and anyone else to attend.  Skanska were scheduled to carry out their remaining 
work installing replacement LED lighting in Maugersbury at the end of July.  Cllr Moor 
was asked to consider a contribution from his fund and said he would reserve 
judgement until more details available. 

b) Trees –Sue Robinson noted that the offer of free trees last year had not been taken up 
and wondered if the village fund could be used.  Cllr Totham offered to contact 
Cotswold Tree Wardens to find out whether the offer would be made again this year.  
She pointed out that planting locations needed to be identified first.  The aim was not 
necessarily to create new woodland but continuity planning to cover loss of older trees.  
[Post meeting note: It is expected the free trees will be available again this year.  
Locations need to be identified and the only requirement is that they must be planted in 
locations viewable by the public.] 

25. Correspondence for information:  Donation request received from Cotswold Friends.  
Clerk replied explaining MPC’s policy. 

26. Date of next meeting:  Monday 3rd September 2018 – at St Edward’s Church Rooms. 

Meeting closed at 7.34pm. 


