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Parish Council Meeting 
St Edward’s Church Rooms, Church Walk, Stow on the Wold, Friday 7th June 2019 

D R A F T  M I N U T E S  
 

 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr M Lutman, Cllr A Root, Cllr H Totham, Cllr R Warmington, 
and Liz Sajewicz (Clerk). 

In attendance:  District Cllr D Neill and 10 members of public. 

1. Apologies 
Apologies were accepted from County Cllr N Moor, Ms J Dereham, Mr M Braddell and Mr S 
Meyrick. 

2. Declarations of Interest 
It was noted that councillors must declare any personal or prejudicial interests in items on 
the agenda and councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the room at the relevant 
time. 

3. Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th May 2019 were confirmed as an 
accurate record and were signed by the Chairman. 

4. Matters Arising 
There were no matters not covered by the agenda. 

5. Audit 2018/19 
Due to IT problems the independent auditor had provided email confirmation that his audit 
for the year ended 31 March 2019 had been completed with no issues identified but the 
documentation would have to be recreated and he apologised to council members for the 
delay.  Cllr Warmington said he would monitor the situation. 

6. Financial Summary 
Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year ended 31 March 2019 were approved – 
proposed Cllr Warmington, seconded Cllr Fisher, all in favour. 

7. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for year ended 31 March 2019 
“Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement” was confirmed and approved for signing – 
proposed Cllr Warmington, seconded Cllr Fisher, all in favour. 

8. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for year ended 31 March 2019 
“Section 2 – Annual Accounting Statements” were confirmed and approved for signing – 
proposed Cllr Warmington, seconded Cllr Fisher, all in favour. 

9. Period for the exercise of public rights for accounts for year ended 31 March 2019 
Noted that the period when members of the public could inspect the accounts would 
commence on 10th June 2019 and end on 19th July 2019. 

10. Exemption from requirement to submit Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
to external auditor 
a) It was confirmed that council met the exemption criteria for 2018/19 and wished to be an 

exempt authority, not subject to a limited assurance review, for that year.  Proposed 
Cllr Totham, seconded Cllr Root, all in favour. 

b) The Certificate of Exemption was signed. 

11. Parish Environment 

Cllr Lutman and Cllr Root would share the role as follows: 

• Cllr Lutman – Gypsy fair and broadband 
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• Cllr Root – week-to-week maintenance questions around the village.  Residents were 
asked to note that Cllr Root was the person to contact. 

MPC’s list of several items for Lengthsmen to attend to had been sent to GCC on 17th May. 

There was discussion about paid and voluntary community opportunities to help.  Mr Brown 
was thanked for the work he had done recently, and this was endorsed by all present.  David 
Brown said he thought the verge was back in hand now but would need leafblowing in winter 
and the beechnuts removed because they made walking difficult.  There was discussion 
about the need to formalise volunteer working and the need for some policy/guidelines. 
David Brown was willing to continue and wanted to organise his work round the paid 
contractor’s.  Cllr Root said he would contact the contractor Dylan Talbot initially, to be 
followed by liaison between him and Mr Brown about specifics.  Post meeting note:  
Insurance advice is that volunteers acting under the instructions of the parish council will be 
covered for these duties.  MPC has to carry out risk assessments of the proposed activities, 
provide the appropriate safety equipment, ensure that the correct health and safety 
guidelines are followed and keep a record of the volunteers helping. 

Concern was raised about flytipping on Pound Lane.  There was a suggestion that 
community litter picking be done more frequently.  Noted that safety would need to be 
ensured. 

[Cllr Totham left the meeting with apologies.] 

Timber bollards in poor condition – already reported to GCC Highways.  Post meeting note:  
Highways advise preservative paint has been ordered and the Lengthsmen will be 
programmed to do the work as soon as possible. 

Paul Hughes Chairman of MRA, invited MPC to liaise with MRA if extra funds needed to be 
generated for maintaining the parish environment. 

He supported the suggestion that MPC have a policy on the extent of verge maintenance. 

He raised the possibility of improving signage to discourage HGVs and coaches from 
entering the village and causing damage.  But he observed that most incidents were 
associated with residents’ building work. 

Gypsy Fair – Cllr Fisher spoke about the Stow Maugersbury Action Group (SMAG) and said 
it seemed to have come to an end with the development proposal for the site and an 
assumption that the fairs would continue to diminish in scale.  He had inherited a SMAG file 
that showed the scale of fairs in the past, with thousands attending and gatherings lasting 
two weeks. 

Cllr Lutman said he had spoken with former Cllr Russell about communicating with the field 
owner. 

CDC had an officer responsible for the Gypsy fair and Cllr Neill would ask him to come to 
MPC’s next meeting on 2nd September. 

12. Correspondence for information 
Clerk reported that notice of two road closures had been received and circulated to 
residents: 

• B4077 Tewkesbury Road, between Stow and Ford – 1st to 4th July 2019 from 0700 to 
1900 daily [note revised dates] 

• The Crescent, Maugersbury, from junction with Chapel Street to Bela Vista – 
18th-20th July 

13. Date of next meeting:  Monday 2nd September 2019 

14. Meeting closed: At 7.40pm. 

 

Signed:  _______________________________ Chairman 

 

Date:  _________________________________  


