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Parish Council Meeting 
St Edward’s Church Rooms, Church Walk, Stow on the Wold, Monday 

2 December 2019 

D R A F T  M I N U T E S  
 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr A Root, Cllr H Totham, Cllr R Warmington, and Liz Sajewicz 
(Clerk). 

In attendance:  District Cllr D Neill, County Cllr N Moor and 10 members of public. 

1. Apologies 
Apologies were accepted from Cllr M Lutman, District Cllr M Harris and Mr & Mrs 
Tollemache (post meeting). 

2. Declarations of interest 
It was noted that councillors must declare any personal or prejudicial interests in items on 
the agenda and councillors with prejudicial interests must leave the room at the relevant 
time.  Chairman declared an interest in a CLEUD planning application, if it were to be 
discussed, because he knew the applicant. 

3. Gypsy gathering 
CDC Cllr Mark Harris had been invited but was unable to attend.  It was agreed to invite him 
again.  As he was not present this item would be included under item 9 - Parish 
Environment. 

4. Minutes 
The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 2 September 2019 were confirmed as an 
accurate record and were signed by the Chairman. 

5. Matters arising 
There were no matters not covered by the agenda. 

6. Review of documentation 
Drafts had been circulated of the Code of Conduct, Asset Register, Financial Regulations, 
Risk Assessment Statement for 2019, and Statement of Internal Control for 2019.  It was 
proposed by Cllr Warmington, seconded by Cllr Totham, and unanimously agreed that they 
be adopted.  Copies of policy documents would be published on MPC’s website. 

7. County Councillor’s report 
Item deferred until Cllr Moor arrived from another meeting. 

8. District Councillor’s report 
Item left open as Cllr Neill had not yet arrived. 

9. Parish Environment (Cllr Root): To give an update on work in the parish 

• Cllr Root reported that three clean-ups had been held: two small ones on 12 October 
and 11 November along the Maugersbury Road and another last Saturday 30 November 
with 15 volunteers clearing leaves, cleaning signs, etc.  Cllr Root thanked all the helpers, 
along with Mrs Russell for accommodating the leaves on her compost and Mrs Fisher for 
providing refreshments. 

• HGV signage – Cllrs Fisher and Lutman had spoken with the Local Highways Manager 
at the recent Silver Group meeting and he had since instructed his team to action MPC’s 
request. 

• Pound Lane blocked drain – had quickly been cleared by GCC Highways.  A resident 
said it was blocked again and required jetting.  Clerk to report details to GCC Highways. 

• Overhanging trees on Maugersbury Road – GCC Highways had inspected the trees and 
had not seen a safety risk.  They had pointed out that most of the trees were on private 
land so the responsibility to maintain them was with the landowners.  It was agreed that 
MPC would alert everyone in the village to the problem of overhanging trees and remind 
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them of the responsibility to maintain trees originating on their land.  In addition, the 
Snow Plough Operator will be asked to identify individual trees/locations so that MPC 
could contact individual owners. 

• Verge maintenance proposal – Cllr Root thanked everyone who commented on the draft 
paper.  Fifteen responses had been received.  The intention was not to tell residents 
what to do but hopefully to identify a consensus.  It had transpired that there was a 
consensus in almost all locations.  He noted that based on DEFRA rules and 
conservation board guidelines, hedges should not be cut until September.  As many of 
Maugersbury’s verges were hedges, he suggested September would be a good time to 
trim all verges.  He encouraged people to talk to neighbours and try to come up with an 
approach for their area, and thanked those who maintained their own hedges and 
verges, given MPC had limited funds of its own and couldn’t rely on GCC as to timing.  
Some comments had referred to PlantLife and active rewilding.  Cllr Root said if a group 
wished to explore that then council would be happy to hear more.  It was unanimously 
agreed to adopt the Verge Maintenance Guidelines (proposed Cllr Warmington, 
seconded Cllr Root).   

• Gypsy gathering, 24 October – Cllr Root thanked Mrs Russell for monitoring the fair and 
said it had been a modest affair without major incident.  He read Mrs Russell’s report 
which noted that the first arrivals had been on Sunday 20th.  On the 24th there were 24 
caravans/wagons counted.  There were 39 stalls and 9 people selling from vehicles.  
Some pubs and hotels were closed but 69 shops remained open.  Incidents noted: 
 egg smashed on resident’s cottage 
 boys driving traps wrong way up Digbeth Street met cars coming down.  One fell off 

causing horse to be loose in Stow Square that had to be caught 
 large show window smashed at Baggott’s Antiques in Church Street 
 blocked toilets by car park 
 signs indicating car park closed were not in place on Friday and MPC had to chase 

up with Highways 
 coach drove past Bell and, instead of being told by police there to turn round in car 

park (then open for police vehicles), was directed through village and out via Pound 
Lane.  This was contrary to agreement with police at Silver Group meeting earlier in 
October. 

• I Dig Trees – Cllr Totham reported that this year’s offer of free trees from Cotswold Tree 
Wardens had been taken up.  MPC had ordered half a pack (25 trees) in the hope 
people would come forward to take some to plant.  The trees were a “parkland” mix of 
English oak, common alder, beech, silver birch and hornbeam, and would come with 
spiral guards for rabbits.  Previously there had been a requirement that the trees must 
be planted where they would be visible to the public, but this year there were no 
restrictions.  Delivery was expected in November but had been delayed so should be 
imminent.  Cllr Totham asked anyone who could find homes for the trees to contact her, 
and also to think about numbers and locations for next year.  (There were usually other 
mixes available – large garden, small garden, and wildlife & shrubs.  Details available 
from clerk.) 

10. District Councillor’s Report (agenda item 8) 

• Gypsy gathering – Cllr Neill suggested it would be useful to send MPC’s report to CDC. 

• Last week’s full CDC council meeting had included a motion that planning applications 
for housing be required to provide a certain amount of off-street parking.  She hoped it 
would be included in the next Local Plan. 

• Housing – CDC was developing an empty property strategy that would include private 
and housing association properties.  CDC was also looking for land for new council 
housing (via housing association), small sites for 10-15 affordable homes, and planned 
to approach landowners in the district in the hope of acquiring land below residential 
market price but above agricultural value. 

• Waste – New waste collection vehicles due in March.  They would be able to 
communicate with base which would mean missed collections could be rectified 
efficiently while they were still in the area.  Green waste collections would remain weekly 
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during this summer, but longer term would change to fortnightly because there would be 
too few vehicles to retain the weekly schedule.  Green waste collection cost CDC more 
than it collected from licence fees. 

• Health consultation – Fit for Future – the citizens jury planned for December had been 
postponed until January. 

• Peer review – a peer review of CDC was under way and results would be publicised 
early next year.  A finding was that communication between CDC and residents could be 
improved, possibly with a newsletter. 

• Glover Report – report recommended the Cotswolds AONB become a National Park.  
Both CDC and GCC had voted against that.  (Cllr Moor would expand on this in his 
report.)  

• Road safety – Cllr Neill had attended a meeting with Police, Highways and road safety 
groups.  Police would be focussing on “the fatal five” over the next few months, starting 
with speed. 

Cllr Neill was thanked for her report. 

11. County Councillor’s report (agenda item 7) 

• Weight restrictions – Burford had been successful with its crowdfunding so both 
Burford and Adlestrop Bridge weight restrictions looked likely to go ahead in March/April 
2020.  Signage was being coordinated between GCC and Oxfordshire CC. 

• Climate change strategy – GCC would launch a tree planting challenge this month to 
incentivise parishes to plant trees to help with carbon offset. 

• Freight strategy – In response to a question from the last meeting, Cllr Moor said the 
Local Transport Plan would be considered next year.  It had been hoped to take the 
Fosse off the freight route altogether, but Warwickshire wanted it to be part of the 
Strategic Freight Network.  GCC had persuaded officers to agree a hierarchy.   

• Unicorn Junction – in response to a question from the last meeting, Cllr Moor said a 
bid for funding to improve capacity was being made to the Department of Transport 
Pinchpoint Fund. 

• Rail timetable – GWR was introducing a new timetable.  Cllr Moor had asked officers to 
liaise with Pulhams to ensure coordination with buses. 

• Community transport pilot – a new scheme for rural areas would be trialled in the 
Cotswolds.  Instead of scheduled public transport services which required heavy 
subsidies, an on-demand minibus service that people could ring to arrange a pick-up 
would be trialled. It would operate on a hub-and-spoke basis with scheduled services.  
More details to come next year. 

• Glover Report – CDC and GCC had concerns about drawbacks if the Cotswolds AONB 
became a National Park, including governance, minimal representation from the 
Cotswolds, planning powers, creation of a quango.  Cllr Moor noted that the Cotswolds 
area was significantly more densely populated than existing National Parks.  The AONB 
board had been a constraint on the missing link road project (it wanted a tunnel).  Cllr 
Moor said if the same approach was applied to housing it could make affordable housing 
more difficult to achieve.  A meeting would be set up between Cllr Moor and Cllr Neill to 
consider this in more detail. 

• Pound Lane junction with Chipping Norton and Bledington roads – a resident said 
the junction was dangerous, particularly with satnavs directing drivers to turn into Pound 
Lane.  Cllr Moor said he would be happy to take it up. 

• Doctors’ surgery 
 Chairman noted that MPC’s concerns about the possible impacts from increased 

traffic on Maugersbury Road had so far been unfounded and there had been no 
difficulties since the surgery opened. 

 A resident said the splay at the surgery entrance was inadequate and one of the 
lights had already been damaged.  The gradient coming out and up to Stow was also 
a problem.  And an additional light was needed on the car park side immediately 
when crossing over. 

 Cllr Totham noted that the surgery’s exterior lights were very bright and were left on 
all night.  Some should be turned off when the surgery was closed. 
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• 30mph signs in Maugersbury Road – a resident said because of the derestriction from 
20mph there were now two 30mph signs close together. 

• Snowplough – The snow warden, Mrs Bartlett, said it was proving impossible to 
arrange repairs to the snowplough this year.  Cllr Moor said he would pursue it.  [Post 
meeting update: snowplough repairs have been completed.] 

Chairman thanked Cllr Moor. 

12. Broadband (agenda item 10): To receive report from Cllr Lutman 
Cllr Fisher read Cllr Lutman’s report summarising the survey results and concluding that 
broadband provision in Maugersbury is inadequate and there is substantial unmet demand.  
MPC has sent its survey results to GCC and Fastershire and awaits a response.  Cllr Moor 
said he would also pursue this with his colleague with responsibility for broadband.   

13. Finance (Cllr Warmington) 
a) To approve proposed budget for 2020/21:  The proposed budget had previously been 

circulated to councillors.  Cllr Warmington said budgeted expenditure was £3900, some 
of which would be funded from reserves and the balance of £3500 from the precept.  
The precept would increase by £100, but because of the change of tax base there would 
be a small reduction in the amount of council tax paid by residents towards MPC.  It was 
unanimously agreed to approve and adopt the budget for 2020/21. (Proposed Cllr 
Warmington, seconded Cllr Totham). 

b) Payments were approved as per the payment schedule: Information Commissioner’s 
Office annual registration fee £35, D Brown turf reimbursement £29.94, GAPTC clerk 
training course £40, E Sajewicz mileage, grit bin and wreath reimbursement £197.08, 
St Edward’s Church Rooms £8, E Sajewicz clerk’s salary £435.50.  Income for the 
period was precept instalment £850 and verge damage compensation from transport 
company R Swain & Sons Ltd £114. 

14. Planning (agenda item 12) (Cllr Totham) 
a) To consider current planning applications:  Cllr Totham reported the following 

planning applications between meetings: 
 

Application Address Description MPC Comments 

19/03673/FUL Barns at Manor Farm 
Chapel Street 
Maugersbury GL54 
1HR 

Construction of a 
single storey garden 
building within the 
domestic curtilage 

No comment as 
this was a 
reapplication with 
minor changes 

19/03787/FUL Wyck Hill Lodge Wyck 
Hill Stow-On-The-Wold 
GL54 1HT 

Proposed single-
storey lean-to 
extension to north 
elevation 

No objection 

19/03788/LBC Wyck Hill Lodge Wyck 
Hill Stow-On-The-Wold 
GL54 1HT 

Proposed single 
storey lean-to 
extension to north 
elevation 

No objection 

19/03973/FUL Wyck Hill Lodge Wyck 
Hill Stow-On-The-Wold 
GL54 1HT 

Proposed barn to 
provide machinery 
store, feed and hay 
store and animal 
shelter 

No objection but 
request condition 
that barn cannot 
be converted to 
residential use 

 
Cllr Totham reported that there was an application 19/01183/CLEUD at Carmel, Wyck 
Hill, Stow-On-The-Wold GL54 1HT for a Certificate of Lawful Existing Use or 
Development under Section 191 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the use 
of structure as a private dwellinghouse.  It was noted that MPC was not asked to 
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comment because a CLEUD application depends on the evidence provided by the 
applicant.  The application was not discussed. 

b) Decisions have been received for the following planning applications:   
19/02589/FUL – Hyde House Fosseway Stow-On-The-Wold - Proposed Lean-to canopy 
over South facing entrance – had been permitted 
 
Cllr Warmington said the new doctors’ surgery had corrugated iron at the entrance and 
asked whether that was in the approved plans.  Cllr Totham to check. 

15. Review of clerk’s salary 
It was agreed that the clerk’s salary would be reviewed by members in a private session. 

16. Correspondence for information 
There were no significant items of correspondence. 

17. Date of next meeting:  Monday 9th March 2020 

18. Meeting closed: At 8.00pm. 

 

 

Signed by Chairman:  _____________________________ Date:  ______________________  


