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Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 5th June 2017 at Stow Youth Centre 

M I N U T E S 
 

Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr H Webb, Cllr B Russell, Cllr J Bartlett, Cllr H Totham and Liz 
Sajewicz (clerk).  County Cllr Nigel Moor (arrived during meeting).  Seven members of the public. 

1. Apologies: Apologies were accepted from Archie Thomas, Anthony Sumner, David Brown and 
Carole Wilkinson. 

2. Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Bartlett declared an interest in the planning application on site 
adjacent to Bretton House, Stow. 

3. Minutes:  
a) The following amendment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20

th
 

March 2017 was approved: 

Item 9 (d) Planning appeal by McCarthy & Stone: Delete “the second part refused 
permission and being appealed” and replace with “the second part (which has outline 
planning permission) being refused at reserved matters and now being appealed”. 

b) Subject to item 3(a) above, the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 20th 
March 2017 were confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the chairman. 

4. Matters Arising: There were no matters not covered on the agenda. 

5. Parish Clerk’s report: Clerk reported that MPC needs to register with HMRC for PAYE. 

6. Gypsy Gathering: Cllr Russell reported that the downward trend continued, with the May 
gathering again having slightly fewer stalls and caravans than last time.  Archie Thomas said he 
had written to the Silver Group about early arrival and unruly children. Toilets had been put up in 
good time, on the Tuesday.  Concerns were expressed about horse-and-cart driving.  It was 
noted they are entitled to use the roads and there is no age restriction for drivers.  Cllr Bartlett 
said she had attended Stow Town Council’s meeting where it was reported that there had been 
no incidents this time.  A resident pointed out that some fly-tipping had taken place.  Cllr Bartlett 
said she had reported it to CDC and it was removed soon after. 

7. Village Environment: 
a) Cllr Bartlett reported that the area above the telephone kiosk still required work.  Following 

Gigaclear’s work, the bank had collapsed onto the freshly-laid scalpings where the road was 
widened last year, leaving an unkempt muddy mess. 

b) A stretch of bank that runs under the The Dower wall has had soil/stones washed down into 
the drain. 

c) Action:  Cllr Bartlett to send Cllr Fisher details of work required and he will contact 
Gigaclear. 

d) Lengthsmen scheme:  Action: Cllr Bartlett to send work list to Cllr Moor. 

8. Planning: 

a) To consider current planning applications: 
There were no new applications to discuss. 

b) Decisions have been received for the following planning applications: 
As per attached planning register. 

c) Planning appeal from McCarthy & Stone, north of Tesco 
Cllr Totham reported that the second part of the development, described as 44 extra-care 
apartments, had been permitted at appeal.  Notably, costs were not awarded against CDC. 

d) Liberty Retirement application, adj to Bretton House 

Cllr Totham reported that MPC had submitted comments, both to the developer in response 
to its public consultation, and to CDC, objecting mainly to the non-traditional appearance, 
lack of affordable housing, divergence from the original proposal that received outline 
consent, and lack of consultation (the application was lodged immediately after the public 
consultation, demonstrating that feedback was not acted on). 
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9. Defibrillator 
a) Cllr Webb reported that a response had just been received about a training date but it was 

only a fortnight off.  It was agreed this was insufficient notice.  Cllr Webb to request a later 
date and circulate details.  [Post meeting note:  Training has been arranged for Tuesday 
4th July at 6pm.] 

b) The original email to the village with defibrillator info and contact details had been re-
circulated because some residents didn’t receive it. 

c) Cllr Webb reported that she is performing weekly and monthly checks on the defibrillator.  
Cllr Fisher thanked Cllr Webb and asked her to say if other volunteers were needed to share 
the load. 

10. Finance 
a) Payments were approved as per the payment schedule (copy available). 

b) Noted that VAT refund covering 2014-2016 had been received in the amount of £1,125. 

c) Cllr Webb reported that the change of bank account was under way, but the bank would not 
speak to her as a non-signatory, so Cllr Fisher will now contact the bank to progress things. 

11. Independent internal audit: It was resolved to confirm the appointment of Ian Selkirk as 
independent internal auditor for the 2016/17 year. 

12. Village Fund 
a) Website:  Clerk reported that grants are available to parish councils for websites, but 

conditions might be too restrictive for a community website.  Free websites are available.  In 
the meantime a domain name could be acquired as this would be needed in any case.  Brian 
Saunders said he owned maugersbury.com and would be happy for it to be used.  [Post 
meeting note:  Maugersbury 21 Ltd owns maugersbury21.co.uk]  Action:  Clerk and Cllr 
Totham to represent MPC in a website group with MRA and M21.  Tiana Ricketts to 
arrange a meeting. 

b) New suggestion:  A resident suggested a camera at the Gypsy Field entrance, to deter 
flytipping.  (There was a CCTV sign there but no CCTV.)  Action:  Cllr Moor to request 
GCC Highways to do it, and if the answer is no, to give the village permission to do it. 

13. Telephone kiosk: Clerk gave a summary, saying the kiosk was available for adoption from BT, 
subject to consultation by CDC about removing the telephone equipment.  New owners would be 
liable for maintenance (of a grade 2 listed building).  The cost would be £1 to adopt, and a small 
addition to the insurance premium to cover damage.  Following discussion it was resolved to 
proceed to consultation, and then seek ideas about how to use it.  (Suggestions to date: book 
exchange, visitor information, Maugersbury 21 museum, seal up and maintain as a “beacon”.) 

14. Cemetery land 
a) MPC noted and confirmed the 2010 decision to transfer MPC’s share of a piece of cemetery 

land in Stow to Stow Town Council. 

b) It was resolved that Cllr Fisher and Cllr Webb be authorised to execute the land transfer 
documentation on behalf of MPC. 

15. Correspondence for information: There was no significant correspondence received since the 
last meeting. 

16. Date of next meeting: Monday 25 September at 6.30pm. 

 

Signed 

 

 

Chairman Date 


