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DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting 

Monday 18
th

 December 2017, 6.30pm, Stow Youth Centre 

 
Present:  Cllr R Fisher (Chair), Cllr H Webb, Cllr B Russell, Cllr J Bartlett, Cllr H Totham and Liz 
Sajewicz (clerk). 
In attendance:  District Cllr Dilys Neill (arrived during meeting).  Ten members of the public. 

1. Preliminary:  Cllr Fisher noted that the meeting had been postponed from the previous Monday 
because of snow, with Stow Square badly affected.  Maugersbury was fortunate to have Paul 
Bartlett.  It was agreed to write to Paul on behalf of everyone in the village to thank him for the 
snowplough and gritting work. 

2. Apologies: Apologies for absence were accepted from: Cllr Nigel Moor, Simon Meyrick, Archie 
and Glennis Thomas and Tiana Ricketts (for start of meeting). 

3. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Bartlett declared an interest in the website item and did not take 
part in discussion or voting. 

4. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 25th September 2017 were 
confirmed as an accurate record, and were signed by the Chairman. 

5. Matters Arising: There were no matters not covered on the agenda. 

6. Review of Documents:  Policy documents with suggested minor updates had been circulated 
and considered by Councillors.  It was unanimously agreed to approve the updates and adopt 
the documents as circulated. 

7. Report from Cllr Nigel Moor, Gloucestershire County Council – N/A 

8. Report from Cllr Dilys Neill, Cotswold District Council 

(a) Spring Bank:  Application for certificate of lawful use for barn converted to residential use 
six years ago.  With evidence of four years residential use provided, the certificate was 
automatically granted.  Cllr Neill said she had made enquiries and confirmed that CDC’s 
enforcement team had not been aware of the change of use previously.  Cllr Neill had visited 
the site and reported that it was a stone barn, with other timber/open structures on the 
property.  The resident told Cllr Neill she had moved into the stone barn because animals 
had been stolen from the property and said she had no intention of converting more 
buildings.   Regarding non-payment of council tax and MPC precept implications, Cllr Neill 
has passed this on to CDC taxation department and will follow up. 

(b) Pound Lane:  Possible change of use.  CDC officer to investigate and Cllr Neill will follow 
up. 

(c) Doctors surgery:  Work has started.  Expected to be completed by end of 2018.  Cllr Neill 
hoped that a footpath would be possible and is making enquiries.  A resident asked whether 
there had been a traffic plan for the area.  Answer: Highways seem to think road access is 
acceptable.  MPC has expressed concerns about road access throughout the process. 

(d) Arch Road:  Cllr Neill has asked GCC Highways who is responsible for clearing, but no 
response yet. 

(e) Aldridge site:  Cllr Neill would like to visit but uncertain of location.  She will look again, 
otherwise revert to MPC for help.  Cllr Neill said photos would enable CDC to get involved, 
and asked anyone seeing vehicles at the site to take photos and send them to her.  It was 
noted that the current use appeared more like a home than a barn. MPC was not aware of 
any application for that and asked if CDC enforcement could have a look.  Cllr Neill said 
again they would like to see photos first. 

(f) Housing:  Cllr Neill had attended an interesting session about affordable housing for the 
area and offered to do a presentation at a future meeting; suggestion welcomed.  The 
Chesterton development had only a small proportion of affordable housing.  Cllr Neill will ask 
Stow Town Council about provision of affordable housing in Stow.  Cllr Neill will meet MP 
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown about planning issues, and offered to raise any concerns from MPC.  
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MPC asked Cllr Neill to raise the iniquitous rule whereby unlawful use automatically becomes 
lawful if undetected for four years. 

(g) Cotswold District Council meetings:  Full council meetings are held every three months, 
and councillors can ask questions of cabinet members.  Cllr Neill invited questions from MPC 
to take to CDC meetings. 

(h) Cllr Fisher thanked Cllr Neill for her contribution and her diligent efforts on these issues. 

9. Gypsy Gathering (Cllr Russell):  Cllr Russell reported that the October gathering had been 
fairly quiet.  Arrivals had begun on the Friday, with 20 caravans on site by Saturday (compared 
with 46 in May).  Stalls had numbered 65 incl backs of vehicles on top field (94 in May).  This 
was down from 200 in previous years.  Shops open in Stow: 40-48. 

10. Village Environment (Cllr Bartlett): 

a) Maugersbury Road has been extensively patched, and is much improved. 

b) When GCC Highways investigate the soakaway in the pavement below Byrig House, they 
have agreed that they will inspect the gully on the left hand side of the Maugersbury Road 
which currently does not remove any water that flows down from Stow due to its position.  
This work is scheduled for January, but is dependent on weather conditions etc. 

c) Leaves on Maugersbury Road had been cleared by Ubico. 

d) Lengthsmen team had spent significant time in Maugersbury, particularly on Oxlease Road.  
Cllr Bartlett had been advised that their future availability would be more limited. 

e) Maugersbury Road - the verge between Gypsy Field entrance and footpath is in Stow parish 
but is not on the list for their contractor.  Stow had asked about the possibility of adding it to 
Maugersbury’s lengthsmen job list, but Cllr Bartlett was not keen knowing the team will have 
less time available in future.  It was agreed to press Stow to arrange cutting of this area. 

f) GCC Highways need to provide snowplough operators with updated contact details. For 
insurance purposes, plough operators need to telephone Highways for authority before doing 
any work. 

g) A resident asked about responsibility for clearing snow from Stow Square where it had been 
positively dangerous.  Cllr Neill said she would ask at the Stow Town Council meeting this 
week.  [Post meeting note:  For a number of reasons things did not work as expected in 
Stow.  There was a shortage of grit in Stow and Maugersbury and County Cllr Nigel Moor will 
follow this up.  After Christmas Stow Town Council will put out information encouraging 
businesses to clear the pavement in front of their premises, and asking for improvement 
suggestions and volunteer helpers.]  Cllr Bartlett added that GCC had issued notification that 
it was fine for people to clear snow without risk of liability.  Cllr Bartlett will also chase up 
Highways about the salt/grit that should have been delivered to Maugersbury this year. 

11. Planning (Cllr Totham): 

a) To consider current planning applications: 
17/04463/FUL Maugersbury Manor: Cllr Totham reported the Manor had recently been 
bought by a family.  There was already permission to convert to a single dwelling, and the 
new owners were tweaking the internal layout and the design of the “box” on the back – 
ultra-modern design, fewer rooflights and no larger footprint.  MPC submitted a comment of 
no objection. 
17/04520/FUL Park Farm:  Application to convert garage to single dwelling.  No additional 
openings or change of scale.  MPC submitted a comment in support. 
17/04545/FUL Fosse Manor Hotel (Hyde Barn): Conditions re roofing materials and timber – 
Cllr Totham to look at application in more detail. 
17/04726/FUL The Retreat:  Conversion of barn to a single dwelling and erection of a new 
garage and replacement stables.  Given the Spring Bank situation, MPC should ask for a 
condition requiring stables to be ancillary to the residential use and their use to be restricted 
to equestrian purposes thereby preventing further conversion to residential.  Cllr Neill asked 
to be kept informed. 

b) Decisions have been received for the following planning applications: 
17/01218/REM Bretton House/Liberty Retirement: Cllr Totham reported that permission had 
been granted and sadly we would have a building that looked like a Croydon office block.  
Cllr Neill said the planning officer and conservation officer had recommended permitting 
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despite having reservations about the design.  Voting had been 50/50, and the chairman 
had used his casting vote in favour of permission.  Apparently CDC was concerned about 
the cost of a possible appeal.  Cllr Totham said that with a development outside the 
development boundary and in the AONB it was outrageous that the decision should have 
come down to that when the design did not even pay lip service to the Cotswold Design 
Code. 
Other decisions as per attached planning register. 

12. Defibrillator:  Cllr Webb reported that the defibrillator had not had to be used.  Training was 
planned for the second quarter of 2018, using Southwest Ambulance Trust, at no cost.  The pads 
were due for replacement at end of February, and new ones had to be purchased from 
Community Heartbeat Trust. 

13. Finance (Cllr Webb): 

a) Update on bank account:  Clerk reported that instructions had been sent to RBS to close the 
account and transfer the balance to the new Lloyds account. 

b) Payments were approved as per the payment schedule - Remembrance wreath £21.50, 
Spring bulbs £11.98, Youth Club venue £10.00, Clerk salary and expenses £402.25. (Income 
for the period was precept balance of £800.) 

c) Draft budget for 2018/19:  Cllr Webb reported the budget proposed a £100 increase in the 
overall budget, with additional expenditure on insurance, maintenance and website.  2017/18 
income was over budget because of VAT refund income.  There is a forecast surplus at year 
end and it is intended to set up a reserve for future expenditure on the defibrillator of £250.  
The precept for 2018/19 would be £3,300 (£3,200 in 2017/18).  It was unanimously agreed to 
approve the draft budget for 2018/19. 

d) External audit situation:  Clerk reported that new regulations had been introduced providing 
for councils with income or expenditure of less than £25,000 to be exempt from external audit 
review.  There were some other criteria, not known yet, but MPC was expected to be eligible 
for exemption.  Exempt councils would still need to complete and publish annual returns and 
have a named external auditor appointed, but no actual audit would be required.  At the end 
of the financial year, MPC will be sent an annual return and exemption forms to complete. 

14. Telephone kiosk 

a) BT Adoption Agreement:  Clerk reported that she had asked other councils and GAPTC for 
any legal reviews of the agreement, but it appeared no-one else had had one done before 
signing.  Clerk had contacted MPC’s insurers who advised they were comfortable with it.  It 
was unanimously agreed that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be authorised to sign the 
agreement on behalf of Maugersbury Parish Council. 

b) Future use:  A call for additional suggestions had been sent out and the clerk read out the 
responses received.  New suggestions were: a pub, a village properties map, and a village 
icon without a second use.  There were comments that the kiosk would be too small for some 
of the previous suggestions.  It was noted that a Maugersbury resident had been killed in a 
road accident at the spot, and as the kiosk was still visited by family members it would be 
more respectful to keep it as a landmark.  Comments on the book exchange suggestion were 
a likely lack of use based on low level of support for village book club, tacky appearance and 
unsuitable location.  It was unanimously agreed that the kiosk be sealed and maintained as a 
landmark for the village. 

c) Maintenance: Cllr Fisher said he had asked David Brown to have a look at the kiosk from a 
maintenance perspective.  David reported that the kiosk appeared sound and would need 
regular painting (say 5 yearly) and window cleaning.  Clerk confirmed BT had provided paint 
details and other specifications. It was noted BT had confirmed that the light couldn’t be 
switched off, and that BT would continue to pay for the electricity as long no other equipment 
was connected to the supply. 

d) Actions:  Arrangements to be made for a lock on the kiosk.  A working party will be arranged 
to clean up and paint the kiosk. 

15. Websites: Clerk reported that she had created a temporary free “gateway” site to provide links to 
the MPC, M21 and MRA sites.  The free website appeared to be a suitable approach for MPC’s 
site.  It was hoped to use the domain “maugersbury.com” for the gateway site.  Clerk to keep 
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chasing the contact person about getting the domain transferred.  Estimated costs for the 
gateway site and the MPC site were: 

Annual - £45 (for domain name use and hosting) 
One-off - £112 (clerk’s hours to set up two sites) 

It was agreed to proceed with creating site for MPC using the free website.  Action: Clerk to draft 
and circulate proposed structure. 
David Brown raised concerns about privacy issues with some of the content on the MRA website.  
It was confirmed that MPC would only be providing a link to the MRA website. 

16. Clerk’s salary/hours:  Cllr Fisher reported that he and Cllr Webb had reviewed the clerk’s 
progress and hours and assessed her performance in the role as highly effective.  It was 
apparent that hours needed to be adjusted to reflect the workload,  An increase from 130 hours 
per year to 166 hours per year with effect from 1

st
 October 2017 was proposed and unanimously 

agreed. 

17. Village Fund suggestion:  Ron Warmington suggested something could be done with the 
unattractive light on the side of Lower House.  Ron was asked to do some research on this and 
bring it forward. 

18. Charity funding: New policy drafted and included in item 6 above. 

19. Remembrance wreath: Cllr Fisher proposed that future wreaths be ordered with printed 
messages for a more respectful appearance, and with the following wording, which was 
unanimously agreed. 

MAUGERSBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
In remembrance and respect 
On behalf of the residents of 

Maugersbury Parish. 

20. Free trees:  Cllr Totham reported that MPC had recently received an offer from Cotswold Tree 
Wardens of free packs of 50 trees, with the only condition that they be planted where they would 
be viewable by the public.  The offer was last-minute and there was insufficient time for MPC to 
act on it, but it was likely to be repeated next autumn.  Cllr Totham noted that there were a lot of 
important trees of advanced age around the village and this could be an opportunity to consider 
succession planting.  Sites would need to be identified and landowners’ buy-in would be needed.  
Details of 2017 offer to be circulated with minutes for residents to think about. 

21. Correspondence for information: Cheltenham Chamber of Commerce wrote to thank MPC for 
writing in support of its campaign for 24/7 A&E services at Cheltenham Hospital; CDC forms for 
2018/19 precept, to be returned by 31 Jan. 

22. Date of next meeting: Monday 5
th
 March 2018 confirmed.  (Venue: Church Rooms, Church 

Walk, Stow.) 

23. Future meetings:  Noted that annual meetings should be held before the end of May.  [Post 
meeting note:  Date for Annual Parish and MPC meetings to be Monday 4

th
 June 2018 for 

reasons of venue availability and consistency]. 

Meeting closed at 7.50pm 



 

 

 

Text of email received from Cotswold Tree Warden Group: 
 
I am currently co-ordinating our participation in the above scheme.  Trees need to be planted in areas 
viewable by the public.  If one of the packs below would be of use to your community please let me 
know by this Friday 20th October as we have a limit on the number of packs we can request. 
 
I Dig Trees - tree information 

Our tree packs are predetermined with varieties that best suit a particular growing environment and all 
are recommended UK varieties. All packs to come with 50 x spiral guards (60cm x 50mm dia.) and 
supporting cane (90cm 12/14lbs) and packaged in forestry co-extruded bags. 
 

Pack 1. Parkland 
10 x English Oak, 10 x Common Alder, 10 x Beech (common), 10 x Silver Birch 
and 10 x Hornbeam 

Pack 2. Large 
Garden 

10 x Downy Birch, 10 x Mountain Ash/Rowan, 10 x Aspen, 10 x Wild Cherry, 
and 10 x Field Maple 

Pack 3. Small 
Garden 

10 x Mountain Ash/Rowan, 10 x Bird Cherry, 10 x Hazel, 10 x Common Crab 
Apple and 10 x Grey Willow 

Pack 4. Wildlife & 
Shrubs 

10 x Blackthorn, 10 x Guelder Rose, 10 x Hawthorn, 10 x Common Dogwood 
and 10 x Goat Willow 
(This pack contains some hedgerow varieties, but is not a pure hedgerow pack) 

Whilst some species do vary a little from last season, all will be suitable for their pack location. These 
changes have had to be made simply because of availability. 


